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ARTICLE I – MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1.01. Requirements for Membership. Any person as defined by 
Louisiana Revised Statute 12:402(C) may become a member of Dixie Electric 
Membership Corporation (hereafter called “DEMCO”) by:
(a) completing and signing a written application for membership therein;
(b) agreeing to purchase from DEMCO electric energy as hereinafter specified;
(c) agreeing to comply with and be bound by the Articles of Incorporation   
 and bylaws of DEMCO and any rules and regulations adopted by the   
 board of directors; and,
(d) paying a membership fee hereinafter specified; provided, however 
  that no person, firm, association, corporation, or body politic or subdivision 
  thereof, shall become a member unless and until he or it has been 
  accepted for membership by the board of directors. No member shall   
 hold more than one membership in DEMCO, and no membership in 
  DEMCO shall be transferable.

SECTION 1.02. Application for Membership; Renewal of Prior Application. 
Application for membership, whereby the applicant agrees to purchase electric power 
and energy from DEMCO and to be bound by and to comply with all of the other provisions 
of DEMCO’s Articles of Incorporation and bylaws, and all rules, regulations, and rate 
schedules established pursuant thereto, as all the same then exist or may thereafter be 
adopted or amended (the obligations embraced by such agreement hereinafter called 
“member obligations”) shall be made in writing on such forms as are provided therefor 
by DEMCO. With respect to any particular classification of service which the board 
of directors shall require, such application shall be accompanied by a supplemental 
contract, executed by the applicant on such form as is provided therefor by DEMCO.

The membership application shall be accompanied by the membership fee provided 
in Section 1.03 (together with any service connection fee, security deposit, facilities 
extension deposit, or contribution in aid of construction that may be required by DEMCO), 
which fees (and such security deposit, facilities extension deposit, or con- tribution in 
aid of construction, if any) shall be refunded in the event the application is by board 
resolution denied.

Any former member of DEMCO may, by the sole act of paying a new member- ship 
fee and any outstanding balance from prior service rendered by DEMCO, plus accrued 
interest thereon at the Louisiana legal rate on judgements in effect when such account 
first became overdue, compounded annually (together with any service connection fee, 
security deposit, facilities extension deposit, or contribution in aid of construction that 
may be required by DEMCO), renew and reactivate any prior application for membership 
of that member to the same effect as though the application had been newly made on 
the date of such payment.

SECTION 1.03. Membership Fee, Service Connection Fee, Security Deposit, 
Facilities Extension Deposit, and Contribution in Aid of Construction. The membership 
fee shall be as fixed from time to time by the board of directors. The membership fee, 
(together with any service connection fee, security deposit, facilities extension deposit, 
contribution in aid of construction or any combination thereof, if required by DEMCO) 
shall entitle the member to one service connection. A service connection fee, in such 
amount as shall be prescribed by DEMCO (together with a security deposit, a facilities 
extension deposit or a contribution in aid of construction or any combination thereof, if 
required by DEMCO) shall be paid by the member for each additional service connection 
requested by him.

SECTION 1.04. Joint Membership. An application for membership in DEMCO, pursuant 
to Article I, Section 1.02, by a married person shall constitute a joint membership in 
DEMCO, without regard to any separate property agreements, or any other like or similar 
agreements between the married persons. The term “member” as used in these bylaws 
shall be deemed to include a husband and wife and any provisions relating to the rights 
and liabilities of membership shall apply equally with respect to a husband and wife. 
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Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, the effect of the hereinafter specified 
actions by or in respect to the holders of a joint membership, shall be as follows:
(a) the presence at a meeting of either or both shall constitute the presence of 
 one (1) member;
(b) a joint membership shall receive only one (1) ballot and one (1) vote at any   
 meeting of the members and that vote shall constitute one (1) joint vote;
(c) a waiver of notice signed by either or both shall constitute a joint waiver;
(d) notice to either shall constitute notice to both;
(e) expulsion of either shall terminate the joint membership;
(f) withdrawal of either shall terminate the joint membership;
(g) either but not both may be elected or appointed as an officer or director, 
 provided that both meet the qualifications for such office;
(h) all service connections, regardless of location, shall be through  
 one joint membership;
(i) in the event of legal separation or divorce, the provisions of  
 Section 2.04 shall apply.

SECTION 1.05. Conversion of Membership. The membership of an unmarried 
person shall be converted to a joint membership upon marriage, without regard to any 
separate property agreements or any other like or similar agreements between the 
married persons, and all provisions of Article I, Section 1.04, Joint Membership, shall 
apply to that membership.

SECTION 1.06. Purchase of Electric Power. DEMCO shall use its best effort to furnish 
its members with adequate and dependable electric service, although it cannot and does 
not guarantee a continuous and uninterrupted supply thereof, and each member, for so 
long as such premises are owned or directly occupied or used by him, shall purchase 
from DEMCO all electric power and energy purchased for use on all premises to which 
electric service has been furnished by DEMCO pursuant to his membership, unless and 
except to the extent that the board of directors may in writing waive such requirements, 
and shall pay therefor at the times, and in accordance with the rules, regulations and 
rate schedules (including any monthly minimum amount that may be charged without 
regard to the amount of electric power and energy actually used) established by the 
board of directors or any regulatory agency, and if in effect, in accordance with the 
provisions of any supplemental contract that may have been entered into as provided 
for in Section 1.02 of these bylaws. Each member shall also pay all amounts owed to 
DEMCO as and when the same shall become due and payable.

Production of electric energy on such premises, or the use of electric energy produced 
from a source other than DEMCO, regardless of such source, by means of facilities 
which shall be interconnected with DEMCO facilities, shall be subject to appropriate 
regulations as shall be fixed from time to time by DEMCO. Each member shall also pay 
all other amounts owed by him to DEMCO as and when they become due and payable. 
When the member has more than one service connection from DEMCO, any payment 
by him for service from DEMCO shall be deemed allocated and credited on a pro rate 
basis to his outstanding accounts for all such service connections, notwithstanding that 
DEMCO’s actual accounting procedures do not reflect such allocation and proration.

ARTICLE II – RIGHTS AND LIABILITIES OF MEMBERS

SECTION 2.01. Termination of Membership. Any member may withdraw from 
membership upon compliance with such uniform terms and conditions as the board 
of directors may prescribe.

The board of directors of DEMCO may by the affirmative vote of not less than 
two-thirds of all the directors expel any member who shall have refused or failed to 
comply with any of the provisions of the Articles of Incorporation, bylaws, or rules and 
regulations adopted by the board of directors, but only if such member shall have been 
given written notice by the Secretary of DEMCO that such refusal or failure makes him 
liable to expulsion and after such written notice was given.

 Any expelled member may be reinstated by a majority vote of the board of directors 
or by a majority vote of the members at any annual or special meeting.

Upon withdrawal, death (except as provided in Section 2.04) cessation of existence 
or expulsion of a member, the membership of such member shall thereupon terminate. 
Termination of membership in any manner shall not release a member or his estate 



5

from any debts due to DEMCO.

SECTION 2.02. Property Interest of Members. Members shall have no individual 
or separate interest in the property or assets of DEMCO except that, upon dissolu- tion, 
the property and assets of DEMCO remaining after all debts and liabilities of DEMCO are 
paid, shall be distributed among all members on an equitable basis insofar as practicable 
in proportion of their patronage as determined from the books and records of DEMCO.

SECTION 2.03. Non-Liability for Debts of DEMCO. The private property of the 
members shall be exempt from execution or other liabilities for the debts of DEMCO and 
no member shall be individually liable or responsible for any debts or liabilities of DEMCO.

SECTION 2.04. Effect of Death, Legal Separation, or Divorce, Upon a Joint Membership.
I. Death
Upon the death of either spouse of a joint membership, such membership shall

continue to be held solely by the survivor, in the manner and to the same effect as 
though such membership had never been joint; provided, that the estate of the deceased 
spouse shall not be released from any debts due to DEMCO.

II. Legal Separation or Divorce
Upon legal separation or divorce within a joint membership, such membership

shall continue to be held solely by the one who continues directly to occupy or use the 
premises covered by such membership, in the same manner and to the same effect 
as though such membership had never been joint, unless otherwise ordered by a court 
of law; provided, that the other spouse shall not be released from any debts due to 
DEMCO accrued while the joint membership existed.

ARTICLE III – MEETINGS OF MEMBERS

SECTION 3.01. Annual Meetings. The annual meeting of the members shall be 
held at such place in the Parish of East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana, as shall be 
designated in the notice of the meeting for the purpose of electing directors, passing 
upon reports of the previous fiscal year and transacting such other business as may 
come before the meeting. Failure to hold the annual meeting at the designated time 
shall not work a forfeiture for dissolution of DEMCO.

In any year, the board of directors may, by majority vote of the board, provide that 
the election of directors as well as other business and affairs of DEMCO at the annual 
meeting of the members for such year, shall be conducted by mail ballot.

SECTION 3.02. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the members may be called 
by resolution of the board of directors, or upon written request by any three (3) directors, 
or the President, or by ten (10) percent, or more of all members, and it shall thereupon 
be the duty of the Secretary to cause notice of such meeting to be given as hereinafter 
provided. Special meetings of the members may be held at any place within the Parish 
of East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana, specified in the notice of the special meeting.

SECTION 3.03. Notice of Member Meetings. Written or printed notice stating the 
place, day and hour of the meeting, and in case of a special meeting or an annual 
meeting at which business other than that listed in Article III, Section 3.06, is to be 
transacted, the purpose or purposes for which the meeting is called, shall be delivered 
not less than ten (10) calendar days, not counting the date of the meeting, nor more than 
twenty-five (25) calendar days before the date of the meeting, either personally or by 
mail, by or at the direction of the Secretary, or upon default in duty by the Secretary, by 
the persons calling the meeting, to each member. If mailed such notice shall be deemed 
to be delivered when deposited in the United States mail to the member at his address 
as it appears on the records of DEMCO with postage thereon prepaid. The failure of 
any member to receive notice of an annual or special meeting of the members shall 
not invalidate any action which may be taken by the members at any such meeting. 
(As amended by the Board of Directors, November 21, 2002)

SECTION 3.04. Quorum. Five (5) percent of total members of DEMCO as of the record 
date, present and in person, shall constitute a quorum at any annual or special meeting 
of DEMCO. If less than a quorum is present at any annual or special meeting, a 
majority of those present in person may adjourn the meeting from time to time without 
further 
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notice, provided, that the Secretary shall notify any absent members of the time and 
place of such adjourned meeting.

In any year in which balloting by mail is conducted for an annual or special meeting, 
fifteen (15) percent of the members, voting by mail, shall constitute a quorum; and 
provided further that where balloting by mail is conducted for the election of any director 
from any district, not less than fifteen (15) percent of the members from such district 
voting by mail shall constitute a quorum.

A quorum from each district shall be sufficient to validate the election of a candidate 
from the district. Elections conducted by mail shall be conducted under the supervision 
of a certified public accountant.

SECTION 3.05. Voting. Each member shall be entitled to only one (1) vote at any 
annual or special meeting of DEMCO. In the case of joint membership, either spouse 
may sign for the membership and cast the ballot on behalf of the membership. All 
questions shall be decided by a vote of a majority of members voting thereon, except 
as provided by law, the Articles of Incorporation, or these bylaws.

Specific items of new business, except the sale, mortgage, lease or other disposition 
of all or any substantial portion of DEMCO’s property, may be placed upon the agenda 
for action at any meeting of the members at which balloting is conducted by first class 
mail by timely resolution of the board of directors, or by ten (10) percent or more of all 
members, and notice thereof shall be provided as herein set forth in Article III, Section 
3.03, Notice of Member Meetings; provided, however, that in order for any such item or 
items of business to be placed upon the agenda of an annual meeting, at the instance of 
ten (10) percent or more of all members, the written request therefor by ten (10) percent 
or more of the members must be received at the office of the general manager of DEMCO 
not less than forty-five (45) days, not counting the date of the meeting, prior to the date 
of the meeting of the members at which such item or items are to be considered. (As 
amended by the Board of Directors, November 21, 2002)

In any year, the board of directors may, as set forth in Article III, Section 3.01, Annual 
Meetings, provide that the election of directors as well as other business and affairs of 
DEMCO shall be conducted by mail ballot. In any such year, the deadline for receiving 
mail-in ballots shall be not less than five (5) days nor more than ten (10) days from the 
date of the annual or special meeting of the members. (As amended by the Board of 
Directors, April 17, 2003)
I. Record Date.

For the purpose of determining members entitled to notice of and to vote at a meeting 
of members or in order to make a determination of members for any other purposes, 
the board of directors may fix in advance a record date for determination of members 
for such purpose. Such date shall not be more than sixty (60) days, not counting the 
date of the meeting, prior to the date on which the vote is to be taken. If no record date 
is fixed by the board of directors for the purpose of determining members entitled to 
notice of and to vote at a meeting, the close of business on the day before the notice 
of the meeting is mailed, or if notice is waived, then the close of business on the day 
before the meeting, shall be the record date for such purpose.

SECTION 3.06. Order of Business. At meetings in which balloting is conducted by 
mail, the items set forth below shall be conducted solely by consideration of ballots 
received from the members by mail, and no business may be conducted from the floor. 
The order of business at the annual meeting of the members and, so far as possible, at 
all other meetings of the members, shall be essentially as follows:
(1) Report as to which members are present in order to determine 

the existence of a quorum.
(2) Reading of the notice of the meeting and proof of the mailing thereof, or the 

waiver or waivers of notice of the meeting, as the case may be.
(3) Reading of unapproved minutes of the previous meetings of the members and 

the taking of necessary action thereon.
(4) Report on the election of directors.
(5) Presentation of officers, directors, and general manager.
(6) Unfinished business.
(7) New Business.
(8) Adjournment.
(9) At any annual or special meeting of the Members, the DEMCO Board of Directors 

may by majority vote approve the minutes of any previous year’s annual or 
special meeting of the Members provided a majority of the DEMCO Board of 
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 Directors was in attendance at said previous year’s annual or special meeting of  
 the Members. 
By a majority vote, the board of directors may change the order of business other 
than items (1) and (2) of this section.

ARTICLE IV – DIRECTORS

SECTION 4.01. General Powers. The business and affairs of DEMCO shall be managed 
by a board of directors which shall exercise all the powers of DEMCO except such as are 
by law, or by the Articles of Incorporation, conferred upon or reserved to the members.

SECTION 4.02. Tenure. The persons serving as members of the board of direc- tors 
at the adoption of these bylaws shall compose the board of directors until the end of 
their respective terms or until their successors have been elected and have been seated 
by the board of directors. If the election of directors is not held on the day designated, 
as provided in Article III, Section 3.01, or at any adjournment thereof, the members of 
the board of directors standing for election at said annual meeting shall be considered 
re-elected for an additional three-year term.

If any director does not stand for re-election at an annual meeting at which no 
election is held, then his or her position shall be filled in the manner provided in Article 
IV, Section 4.07.

SECTION 4.03. Districts. Directors shall be elected at each annual meeting in the 
manner hereafter provided by the board, for the terms hereafter provided or until their 
successors shall have been elected and shall have been seated as provided in Section 
4.04. The seven parishes served by DEMCO shall have the following number of members 
on the board of directors: Ascension 1, East Baton Rouge 3, East Feliciana 2, Livingston 
3, St. Helena 2, Tangipahoa 1, West Feliciana 1.

In those parishes having two (2) or more directors, each such parish shall be divided 
by the board of directors into districts equal to the number of directors so as to assure 
reasonable representation of the members in terms both of numbers of members 
represented in each district, and of geography. Such divisions shall be pursuant to the 
districting plans adopted by the board of directors.

In the election of the board of directors, a candidate for the board from a district shall 
be listed on the ballot in accordance with the district from which he is a candidate, and 
such candidate shall compete only with candidates from his district and be voted upon 
and elected only by members who are residents of his district.

The board of directors shall be divided into three (3) groups as follows:
Group I: East Baton Rouge Parish, District 3; East Feliciana Parish, District 6; Livingston 

Parish, District 9; Tangipahoa Parish, District 12; and, West Feliciana Parish, District 13.
Group II: East Baton Rouge Parish, District 4; East Feliciana Parish, District 5; 

Livingston Parish, District 8; and, St. Helena Parish, District 10.
Group III: Ascension Parish, District 1; East Baton Rouge Parish, District 2; Livingston 

Parish, District 7; and, St. Helena Parish, District 11.

SECTION 4.04 Qualifications. No person shall be eligible to become or remain a 
director, who:
(a) is not a member and bona fide resident in the district from which he is elected   
 and whose principal place of residence is served by DEMCO; or
(b) is in any way employed by or has a significant financial interest in a competing  
 enterprise, or provides services or supplies to DEMCO; or
(c) is an elected public official, or is the spouse of an elected public official, 
 in connection with which a salary or compensation in excess of $100.00   
 per annum is paid, it being the intent of the members of DEMCO that the board  
 of directors of DEMCO be free from the influence of political officials; or
(d) is a close relative, as defined in Article IV, Section 4.09, of any board member,   
 or of any employee of DEMCO; or
(e) is a convicted felon; or
(f) is a current employee of DEMCO, or has been terminated from employment   
 by DEMCO, or has been a DEMCO employee within the past three years; or
(g) has intentionally violated the confidentiality of board executive sessions,   
 confidential documents or the terms of a confidentiality agreement previously   
 approved by the board; or 
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(h)  has been delinquent on an account with DEMCO more than 30 days during the   
 previous year, and no member who has a delinquent account may be   
 nominated for the position of director. 

I. Pre-Qualification Period:
A pre-qualification period for director candidates shall be established by the board 

of directors of DEMCO not less than forty-five (45) days nor more than sixty (60) days 
prior to the date of the annual meeting. The pre-qualification period established shall 
be not less than three (3) days nor more than five (5) days.

To pre-qualify for the position of director, a member desiring to seek elec- tion to 
the Board of Directors shall appear in person, at the office of the general manager of 
DEMCO, during the established pre-qualification period established pursuant to this 
section. Such member shall obtain, complete, sign and return to DEMCO within the 
pre-qualification period a Director Eligibility Information and Qualifications Certificate 
providing the following information concerning the candidate (and spouse, if applicable):

(a) date of birth
(b) Louisiana driver’s license number
(c) Social Security number
(d) Employer
(e) Job title
(f) Telephone number
(g) DEMCO account number
     (As amended by the Board of Directors, November 20,2003)

SECTION 4.05. Nominations.
I. Nominations by Committee. It shall be the duty of the board of directors to ap- point, 
not less than thirty (30) days nor more than sixty (60) days before the date of a meeting 
of the members at which directors are to be elected, a committee on nominations 
consisting of not less than four (4) nor more than seven (7) members who shall be 
selected from each district in which an election is being held. No member of the board 
of directors may serve on such committee. The nominating committee shall prepare, 
or have prepared, and post at the principal office of DEMCO a list of nominations for 
directors. This list shall be posted at least thirty (30) days prior to the meeting at which 
directors are to be elected.
II. Nominations by Petition. Notwithstanding the above, fifty (50) members acting 
together may nominate for the position of director a qualified member from their 
district. Such nomination shall be made by petition on forms provided by DEMCO to 
determine eligibility and shall be presented to DEMCO not less than thirty (30) days 
prior to the meeting at which the directors are to be elected. The Secretary shall post 
such nominations at the same place where a list of nominations made by a committee 
is posted. Not less than ten (10) or more than thirty (30) days before the date of the 
meeting at which directors are to be elected, a written or printed notice stating the time 
and place of the meeting of the members shall be given to each member personally or 
by mail. The notice shall contain a statement that directors are to be elected at such 
meeting. (As amended by the Board of Directors, April 26, 2001)

The Secretary shall mail, with the notice of the meeting at which directors are to 
be elected, a statement of the number of directors to be elected and the names of 
the candidates and district to be represented. The notice shall specify nominations by 
petition, if any. Nominations received during the meeting at which directors are to be 
elected shall not be permitted.

SECTION 4.06. Removal of Non-Qualified Directors. Upon establishment of the 
fact that a director is holding office in violation of any of the foregoing provisions, it shall 
immediately become incumbent upon the board of directors to remove such director 
form office. A director charged with any of the foregoing violations shall be informed 
of the violation at least fourteen (14) days prior to the meeting to be heard in person 
or by counsel and to present evidence in respect to the violation; and the director of 
directors reporting the violation shall have the same opportunity. Removal of a director 
shall require a 2/3 vote of the total board of directors. The decision of the board of 
directors shall be final.

Nothing contained in this Section shall affect in any manner whatsoever the validity 
of any action taken at any meeting of the board of directors.
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SECTION 4.07. Vacancies. When a vacancy occurs in the board of directors, the 
position must be filled within ninety (90) days by the affirmative vote of a majority of the 
remaining directors for the unexpired portion of the term of director. The new director 
shall meet all the qualifications for the position.

SECTION 4.08. Compensation. Directors shall not receive any salary for their services 
as directors, but may receive a fixed sum and expenses of attendance at each meeting 
of the board of directors and at any meeting of a committee of the board of directors, 
and shall receive health insurance benefits for themselves and their dependents through 
DEMCO’s health insurance program. No director shall receive compensation for serving 
DEMCO in any other capacity.

No close relative, as defined by Section 4.09, of a member of the board of directors 
may directly or indirectly contract with, or be employed by, DEMCO unless approved 
by the board of directors of DEMCO without dissent.

SECTION 4.09. “Close Relative” Defined. Close relative shall mean the hus- band 
or wife, child, mother or father, step-mother or step-father, mother- in-law, father-in-
law, sister or brother, brother-in-law, sister-in-law, daughter- in-law, son- in-law, aunt 
or uncle, niece or nephew, grandparent or grandchild. This provision shall be effective 
from and after the date of the adoption of these bylaws, it being the intent hereof that 
close relatives in the employ of DEMCO as of the date of adoption are validly employed.

SECTION 4.10. Waiver of Notice. Any member or director may waive in writing, 
any notice of a meeting required to be given by these bylaws. The attendance of a 
member or director at any meeting shall constitute a waiver of notice of such member 
or director except in case a member or director shall attend a meeting for the express 
purpose of objecting to the transaction of any business because the meeting shall not 
have been lawfully called or convened.

SECTION 4.11. Director Emeritus. Any person serving on the DEMCO board of 
directors for three (3) or more consecutive terms shall, upon Separation from the DEMCO 
board of directors, be considered as a Director Emeritus. As a Director Emeritus, such 
person shall be entitled to benefits as may be established by DEMCO board policy. The 
DEMCO board of directors may also provide, by board policy, benefits to those persons 
serving DEMCO as directors for less than three (3) terms upon their separation from 
the board of directors.

ARTICLE V – MEETINGS OF DIRECTORS

SECTION 5.01. Regular Meetings for Election of Officers. A regular meeting of the 
board of directors shall be held without notice other than by this bylaw for the purpose 
of electing officers, immediately after, and at the same place in East Baton Rouge Parish, 
as the annual meeting of the members.

SECTION 5.02. Regular Monthly Meeting. A regular meeting of the board of directors 
shall also be held monthly at such time and place in any parish served by DEMCO as 
the board of directors may provide by resolution. Such regular meeting may be held 
without notice other than by such resolution fixing time and place thereof.

SECTION 5.03. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the board of directors may be 
called by the President or by any three (3) directors and it shall thereupon be the duty 
of the Secretary to cause notice of such meeting to be given as hereinafter provided. 
The President or the directors calling the meeting shall fix the time, date, and place in 
East Baton Rouge Parish, for the holding of the meeting.

SECTION 5.04. Notice of Special Director Meetings. Written notice of the time 
and place in East Baton Rouge Parish, and the purpose of any special meeting of the 
board of directors shall be delivered not less than five (5) days previous thereto, either 
physically, by mail, facsimile, or telephone, by or at the direction of the Secretary, or 
upon default in duty by the Secretary, by the President or the directors calling the 
meeting, to each director.
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SECTION 5.05. Quorum - Regular or Special Meetings. A majority of the board of 
directors shall constitute a quorum, provided, that if less than such a majority of the directors 
is present at said meeting, a majority of the directors present may adjourn the meeting from 
time to time; and provided further, that the Secretary shall notify any absent directors of the 
time and place of the adjourned meeting. The act of the majority of the directors present at 
a meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the act of the board of directors.

SECTION 5.06 Remote Participation at Meetings. The Board of Directors of DEMCO 
is committed to acting in a timely manner to address the service needs of its members 
and the business requirements of the corporation.  To that end, where expedited action 
is required of the Board of Directors during storms, other emergency conditions, and 
for important business issues, the Board of Directors must have the ability to make 
critical decisions without undue delay in order to prevent harm to the members and 
corporation. In order to insure that the DEMCO Board of Directors has a process in 
place to protect the members and corporation in certain emergency circumstances, the 
Board of Directors hereby establishes a protocol for remote participation by the Board 
of Directors in situations requiring emergency and expedited action.  

A Board member shall be authorized to participate at a regular Board meeting, special 
Board meeting, or committee meeting by telephone or any other electronic means 
which permits the Board member to hear and be heard during any such meeting, and 
such participation shall constitute attendance at said meeting and shall count toward 
a quorum in the following circumstances:   

The President of the United States or the Governor of the State of Louisiana declares 
a state of emergency for all or a part of the DEMCO service area, or the President of the 
DEMCO Board of Directors declares that emergency conditions exist on all or a part of 
the DEMCO service area, and any affected DEMCO Board member determines, with the 
consent of the President of the Board of Directors, that the weather, infrastructure, or 
other conditions prevent him from safely travelling to the scheduled meeting; 

The President of the DEMCO Board of Directors determines, after a survey of the 
Board members, that a quorum cannot be established for a scheduled meeting that is 
required in order for DEMCO to take action to meet a deadline established by federal, 
state, or local laws or regulations, or where action must be taken to meet a deadline on a 
business matter that would cause meaningful financial or other harm to the corporation 
or members if the deadline was missed; and 

A written notation explaining the justification authorized by Section 5.06(a) or (b) for 
any remote participation by a Board of Director shall be placed in the minutes of any 
meeting where remote participation was undertaken and the notation “BY REMOTE 
PARTICIPATION” shall be placed next to the name of the director in the roll call section 
of the minutes of the meeting. 

ARTICLE VI – OFFICERS

SECTION 6.01. Number. The officers of DEMCO shall be a President, Vice Presi- dent, 
Secretary, and Treasurer and any other officers as may be determined by the board of directors 
from time to time. The offices of Secretary and Treasurer may be held by the same person.

SECTION 6.02. Election and Term of Office. The officers shall be elected, by ballot, 
annually by and from the board of directors at the meeting of the board of directors held 
directly after the annual meeting of the members. If the election of officers shall not be 
held at such meeting of the members such election shall be held as soon thereafter as 
conveniently may be. Each officer shall hold office until the first meeting of the board 
of directors following the next succeeding annual meeting of the members or until his 
successor shall have been elected. A vacancy in any office shall be filled by the board 
of directors for the unexpired portion of the term.

SECTION 6.03. Removal of Officers and Agents by Directors. Any officer or 
agents elected or appointed by the board of directors may be removed by the board of 
directors whenever in its judgement the best interests of DEMCO will be served thereby.

SECTION 6.04. President, Powers and Duties. The President shall:
(a) be the principal executive officer of DEMCO and, unless otherwise determined 

by the members of the board of directors, shall preside at all meetings of the 
members and the board of directors; and

(b) sign, with the Secretary any deeds, mortgages, deeds of trust notes, bonds, contracts, 
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or other instruments authorized by the boardof directors to be executed, except in 
cases in which the signing and execution thereof shall be expressly delegated by 
the board of directors or by these bylaws to some other officer or agent of DEMCO, 
or shall be required by law to be otherwise signed and executed; and

(c) serve as spokesman for the board to news media: and 
(d) in general, perform all duties incident to the office of President in these bylaws, and 

such other duties as may be prescribed by the board of directors from time to time.

SECTION 6.05. Vice President, Powers and Duties. In the absence of the President, 
or in the event of his inability to act, the Vice President shall perform the duties of the 
President and when so acting, shall have all the powers of, and be subject to all the 
restrictions upon, the President and shall serve as an alternate spokesman for the board 
to the news media. The Vice President shall also perform such other duties provided for 
in these bylaws, or as assigned to him by the president, or as from time to time may 
be assigned to him by the board of directors.

SECTION 6.06. Secretary, Powers and Duties. The Secretary shall:
(a) keep, or cause to be kept, the minutes of the meetings of the members and of the 

board of directors in one (1) or more books for that purpose;
(b) see that all notices are duly given in accordance with these bylaws or required by 

law;
(c) be custodian of the corporate records and of the seal of DEMCO and affix the seal 

to all documents, the execution of which on behalf of DEMCO under its seal is duly 
authorized in accordance with the provisions of these bylaws;

(d) keep, or cause to be kept, a register of the names and post office addresses of all 
members;

(e) have general charge of the books of DEMCO in which a record of the members is 
kept;

(f) keep, or cause to be kept, on file at all times a complete copy of the Articles of 
Incorporation and bylaws of DEMCO containing all amendments thereto, which 
copy shall always be open to the inspection of any member; and, at the expense 
of DEMCO, forward a copy of the bylaws and of the amendments thereto to each 
member, and;

(g) in general perform all duties incident to the office of Secretary, as provided in these 
bylaws, and such other duties as from time to time may be assigned to him by the 
board of directors.

SECTION 6.07. Treasurer, Power and Duties. The Treasurer shall:
(a) have charge and custody of and be responsible for all funds and securities of 

DEMCO;
(b) be responsible for the receipt of and the issuance of receipts for monies due and 

payable to DEMCO from any source whatsoever, and for deposit or investment of 
all such monies in the name of DEMCO in such financial institutions or in securities 
as shall be selected in accordance with the provisions of these bylaws; and

(c) in general perform all duties incident to the office of Treasurer, as provided in these 
bylaws, and such other duties as from time to time may be assigned to him by the 
board of directors.

SECTION 6.08. General Manager. The board of directors shall appoint a general 
manager who may be, but who shall not be required to be, a member of DEMCO. The 
general manager shall perform such duties and shall exercise such authority vested in 
him by the board of directors.

SECTION 6.09. Fidelity Bond. The Treasurer and any other officer or agent of DEMCO 
charged with responsibility for the custody of any of its funds or property shall give 
bond in such sum and with such surety as the board of directors shall determine. The 
board of directors in its discretion may also require any other officer, agent or employee 
of DEMCO to give bond in such amount and with such surety as it shall determine.

SECTION 6.10. Reports. The officers of DEMCO shall submit at each annual meeting 
of the members reports covering the business of DEMCO for the previous fiscal year. 
Such reports shall set forth the condition of DEMCO at the close of such fiscal year.
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ARTICLE VII – DISPOSITION OF REVENUES AND RECEIPTS

SECTION 7.01. Revenues and Receipts. Revenues of DEMCO for any fiscal year in 
excess of the amount thereof necessary:
(a) to defray expenses of DEMCO and the operation and maintenance of its facilities 

during such fiscal year;
(b) to pay interest and principal obligations of DEMCO coming due in such fiscal year;
(c) to finance, or provide a reserve for the financing of, the construction or acquisition 

by DEMCO of additional facilities to the extent determined by the board of directors;
(d) to provide a reserve for the payment of indebtedness of DEMCO maturing more than 

one (1) year after the date of the occurrence of such indebtedness in an amount not 
less than the total of the interest and principal payments in respect thereof required 
to be made during the next fiscal year, and;

(e) to provide a fund for education in cooperation and for the dissemination
 of information concerning the effective use of electric energy and other services 

made available by DEMCO.
Shall, unless otherwise determined by a vote of the board of directors, be distributed 

by DEMCO to its members a patronage refund prorated in accordance with the patronage 
of DEMCO by the respective members paid for during such fiscal year. Nothing herein 
contained shall be constructed to prohibit the payment by DEMCO of all or any part of 
its indebtedness prior to the date when the same shall become due.

ARTICLE VIII – DISPOSITION OF PROPERTY

SECTION 8.01. Disposition of Property. DEMCO may not sell, mortgage, lease or 
otherwise dispose of or encumber all or any substantial portion of its property unless 
such sale, mortgage, lease or other disposition or encumbrance is placed on the agenda 
by a 2/3 majority of the board of directors and is authorized at a duly held meeting of 
the members thereof by the affirmative vote of not less than a majority of all members 
of DEMCO, and unless the notice of such proposed sale, mortgage, lease or other 
disposition or encumbrance shall have been contained in the notice of the meeting; 
provided, however, that notwithstanding anything herein contained, the board of directors 
of DEMCO, without authorization by the members thereof, shall have full power and 
authority to authorize the execution and delivery of a mortgage or mortgages or a deed 
or deeds of trust upon, or the pledging or encumbering of, any or all of the property, 
assets, rights, privileges, licenses, franchises and permits of DEMCO, whether acquired 
or to be acquired, and wherever situated as well as the revenues and income therefrom, 
all upon such terms and conditions as the board of directors shall determine, to secure 
any indebtedness of DEMCO to the United States of America or any instrumentality or 
agency thereof, or to any bank, insurance company, or other lending institution.

ARTICLE IX – SEAL

SECTION 9.01. Seal. The corporate seal of DEMCO shall be in the form of a circle 
and shall have inscribed thereon the name of DEMCO and the words, “Corporate Seal, 
Dixie Electric Membership Corporation, State of Louisiana”.

ARTICLE X – FINANCIAL TRANSACTION

SECTION 10.01. Contracts. Except as otherwise provided in these bylaws, the board 
of directors may authorize any officer or officers, agent or agents, to enter into any 
contract or execute and deliver any instrument in the name of and on behalf of DEMCO, 
and such authority may be general or confined to specific instances.

SECTION 10.02. Checks, Drafts, or Orders for Payment. Except as otherwise 
provided by law of in these bylaws, all checks, drafts, or other orders for the pay- ment 
of money, and all notes, bonds or other evidence of indebtedness issued in the name 
of DEMCO shall be signed by such officer or officers, agent or agents, employee or 
employees of DEMCO and in such manner as shall from time to time be determined by 
resolution of the board of directors.
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SECTION 10.03. Deposits. All funds of DEMCO shall be deposited from time to time 
to the credit of DEMCO in such financial institutions or in such securities as the board 
of directors may select.

SECTION 10.04. Change in Rates. The board of directors shall approve any proposed 
change in rates or service charges and written notice shall be given to any regulatory 
agency, as required, for approval and to the Administrator of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture Rural Utility Service as provided by law and prior to the implementation of 
any proposed changes.

SECTION 10.05. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year for DEMCO shall begin on the first day 
of January of each year and end on the thirty-first day of December of the same year.

GENERAL MISCELLANEOUS 
ARTICLE XI

SECTION 11.01. Membership and other Organizations. DEMCO shall have 
the right upon the approval of the board of directors, to become a member of any 
organization, business, civic, or nonprofit organization, or any organization engaged in 
rural electrification, etc., that will benefit DEMCO upon the sole authority of the board 
of directors.

SECTION 11.02. Rules and Regulations. The board of directors shall have the 
power to make and adopt such rules and regulations, including, but not limited to those 
rules and regulations set forth in DEMCO’s Consumer Handbook, so long as such rules 
and regulations are not inconsistent with the law, the articles of Incorporation or these 
bylaws, as it may deem advisable for the management, administration and regulation 
of the business and affairs of DEMCO. Members agree to be bound, and to observe 
and comply with such rules and regulations, including those contained in DEMCO’s 
Consumer Handbook. (As amended by the Board of Directors, November 20, 2003)

SECTION 11.03. Accounting System and Reports. The board of directors shall cause 
to be established and maintained a complete accounting system which shall conform 
to the law and to all contractual obligations of DEMCO. All accounts of DEMCO shall be 
examined by a committee of the directors appointed by the board of directors which shall 
render reports to the board of directors at least four (4) times a year at regular meetings 
of the board of directors. The board of directors shall also after the close of each fiscal 
year cause to be made a full and complete audit of the accounts, books, and financial 
condition of DEMCO as of the end of such fiscal year. Such reports shall be submitted 
to the members at the annual meeting next following the close of such fiscal year.

SECTION 11.04. Bylaw Interpretation. The board of directors of DEMCO shall be 
responsible for the interpretation and application of these bylaws.

SECTION 11.05. Protection Clause. Should any provision of these bylaws be found 
by a Court of competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable or contrary to the law or 
public policy, such a finding shall not affect any other provisions of the bylaws or any 
actions taken by the board of directors in reliance upon such provisions of the bylaws. 
It is expressly understood that by adopting this bylaw, the members expressly ratify all 
actions taken by the board of directors pursuant to the bylaws as they may be amended 
from time to time. (As adopted by the members April 4, 1998).

SECTION 11.06. DEMCO Member Information. DEMCO maintains, on behalf of its 
members, information concerning the members, including but not limited to the name, 
address, telephone number and other material of a like or similar nature neces- sary 
to provide services to the members (“Member Information”). DEMCO members have a 
reasonable expectation of privacy with respect to this Member Information and therefore 
no Member Information shall be released, provided, given, sold, or otherwise transmitted 
to any party except as specifically set forth below.

DEMCO members recognize that DEMCO has created or participates in several 
subsidiary organizations, the purpose of which is to provide value added services and 
benefits to DEMCO’s members. DEMCO members therefore authorize DEMCO to provide 
the member information to DEMCO subsidiaries subject to appropriate confidentiality 
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agreements and contractual relations. DEMCO members further rec- ognize that duly 
qualified candidates for election to the Board of Directors require a list of members 
residing in the district from which the duly qualified candidate seeks election in order to 
solicit support from his or her candidacy. Accordingly, DEMCO members authorize DEMCO 
to provide duly qualified candidates for election to the Board of Directors with a list of 
members limited to those members residing in the district from which said duly qualified 
candidate seeks election. (As amended by the Board of Directors, February 17, 2005)

SECTION 11.07. Officer and Director Indemnification. DEMCO shall indemnify 
and hold its officers and directors harmless from any and all liability, of whatever type 
or nature, arising out of or related to the performance of the duties assigned to or 
undertaken by such officers and directors while acting within the course and scope of 
the position of officer and director of DEMCO. Such indemnification shall include, but 
not be limited to, attorney’s fees, court costs and awards of damages or settlement of 
claims. Indemnification shall not be provided to any officer or director found to have 
incurred liability while acting outside the course and scope of the authority granted to 
such officer or director by DEMCO.

ARTICLE XII - AMENDMENTS

SECTION 12.01. Bylaw Amendments. These bylaws may be amended at any meeting 
of the board of directors by a two-thirds vote. Notice of such meeting, containing a 
copy of the proposed amendment(s), shall be given not less than 10, nor more than 90 
days prior to the meeting.

Any bylaw provision adopted by the board of directors pursuant to this article may 
be altered, amended or repealed, and new provisions adopted by the members present 
at a meeting at which a quorum is present; provided, notice of such meeting containing 
a copy of the proposed amendment had been given. The members may prescribe that 
any bylaw provision adopted by them shall not be altered, amended or repealed by 
the board of directors.

Provisions of this section shall not apply with respect to Section 8.01 of these bylaws 
concerning the disposition of cooperative property. Additionally, the bylaws may be 
amended by the members at any regular or special meeting of the members called 
and conducted in accordance with these bylaws.

Such bylaw revisions offered by the members pursuant to this section may be 
placed upon the agenda for the meeting at which such proposed amendments are to 
be considered by a resolution of ten percent (10%) or more of all members, and notice 
thereof shall be provided as set forth in Article III, Section 3.03, Notice of Member 
Meeting. Said member resolution must be received at the office of the general manager 
of DEMCO not less than 45 days, not counting the date of the meeting, prior to the date 
of the meeting of the members at which such bylaw amendments are to be considered.” 
(As amended by the members April 4, 1998)

ARTICLE XIII - RULES OF ORDER

SECTION 13.01. Robert’s Rules of Order. Parliamentary procedure at all meetings of 
the members, of the board of directors, or any committee provided for in these bylaws 
and of any other committee of the members or board of directors which may vary from 
time to time be duly established shall be governed by the most recent edition of Robert’s 
Rules of Order, except to the extent such procedure is otherwise determined by law, 
these bylaws, or DEMCO’s Article of Incorporation.
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DEFINITIONS

Contribution in Aid of Construction: a payment in cash or an equivalent contri- 
bution in property or service to DEMCO by a member in partial or full payment for the 
extension of DEMCO’s facilities to the member. A supplemental contract for service 
may also be required.

DEMCO: Dixie Electric Membership Corporation.

Director: a member of DEMCO that has been elected or appointed to the board of directors.

Dissolution: the termination and liquidation of DEMCO.

Eligibility: as used in Section 4.05, Part II, shall mean that the member meets all 
qualifications for the position of director as provided in Section 4.04.

Facilities Extension Deposit: a cash payment, letter of credit, personal guarantee, or 
a surety bond in an amount specified by DEMCO for the extension of DEMCO’s facilities 
where a contribution in aid of construction is not required. A supplemental contract for 
service may also be required.

Joint Membership: as used in these bylaws shall be deemed to include a husband and 
wife and any provisions relating to the rights and liabilities of membership shall apply 
equally with respect to a husband and wife, without regard to any separate property 
agreements or any other like or similar agreements between married persons.

Member: any person as defined by Louisiana Revised Statue 12:402(C). 

Membership Fee: a fixed sum established by the board of directors which, together with 
any service connection fee, security deposit, facilities extension deposit, contribution 
in aid of construction, or any combination thereof, shall entitle the member to one 
service connection.

Patronage: capital provided by the members to DEMCO.

Rate Schedules: any and all retail or wholesale rates and rate riders established by 
the board of directors for the purchase of electric power that have been approved by 
federal or state regulatory agencies for implementation.

Reports: as used in Section 6.10 and 11.03 shall include a Balance Sheet and a Revenue 
and Expense Statement.

Rules and Regulations: all rules and regulations required within these bylaws, DEMCO’s 
Consumer Handbook, DEMCO’s Board Policy Manual, and any other rules or regulations 
established by the board of directors from time to time. 

Security Deposit: an amount paid by the member, and held by DEMCO, as secu- rity 
for payment of future bills for electric service; the security deposit amount shall be 
determined by the board of directors and may be in the form of a cash payment, letter 
of credit, personal guarantee, or a surety bond.

Service Connection Fee: a fee established by the board of directors to defray the 
expense associated with the connection of DEMCO’s facilities to the member’s facilities.

Supplemental Contract: a written contract by and between DEMCO and the member 
outlining specific terms and conditions for electric service with regards to availability of 
service, capacity, contributions in aid of construction, facility charges, facility extension 
deposits, security deposits, and the length of the contract.

For the reading of these bylaws, where the words “he”, “him”, or “his”, are used, it 
shall mean either the male or female gender.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
District Maps

DISTRICT 1:  all consumers-members in Ascension Parish

DISTRICT 2:  see Map “A” 

DISTRICT 3:  see Map “A” 

DISTRICT 4:  see Map “A” 

DISTRICT 5:  see Map “B” 

DISTRICT 6:  see Map “B” 

DISTRICT 7:  see Map “C” 

DISTRICT 8:  see Map “C” 

DISTRICT 9:  see Map “C” 

DISTRICT 10:  see Map “D” 

DISTRICT 11:  see Map “D”

DISTRICT 12:  all consumers-members in Tangipahoa Parish

DISTRICT 13:  all consumers-members in West Feliciana Parish
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