
DEMCO supports LPB’s new project
honoring Vietnam War veterans



 Dozens of former military men were 
crouching down and kneeling low, much 
like they had done in a faraway country 
a generation ago.
 Only this time they were not bat-
tling the enemy in the dense jungles of 
southeast Asia. They were safe in the 
confines of the Louisiana Public Broad-
casting facility in Baton Rouge, and 
they were armed with Sharpies instead 
of assault rifles.
 These Vietnam veterans were 
visiting the LPB studios in September 
to watch a special preview of a new 
documentary on the conflict recently 
released by award-winning filmmakers 
Ken Burns and Lynn Novick.
 Before the screening took place, the 
men were invited to kneel over a large 
map of Vietnam spread across the studio 
floor and sign their name at the place or 
places where they served.
 The event was organized by LPB as 
a means of honoring the sacrifices made 
by the soldiers and also to launch a new 
program intended to capture the history 
of the conflict as seen through the first-
person experiences of service personnel 
from Louisiana.
 Through Nov. 21, LPB will broad-
cast installments of the 18-hour series. 
But most importantly, the station is 
inviting and encouraging Vietnam 

veterans throughout the state to visit 
the television studios and share their 
reflections on the war as part of an 
official digital archive called, The 
Vietnam War: Louisiana Remembers.
 Every Wednesday through the first 
of the year, Vietnam veterans can stop 
by the studio and have their stories 
recorded. Those who are interested can 
sign up for an appointment at www.lpb.
org.
 When DEMCO was invited to 
participate in this worthwhile project as 
a corporate underwriter, we jumped at 
the chance. At the documentary preview 
event, our DEMCO cook team was there 
to provide a hot meal and express our 
appreciation to our veterans.
 As a Vietnam veteran myself, I wel-
comed the opportunity to participate in 
the program and take some time to visit 
with some of my fellow servicemen.
 As far as the new documentary, 
many of us had mixed feelings about 
watching the brutality of the war and 
all of the political implications of the 
conflict being brought forth on the big 
screen once again.
 Ever since the conflict came to a 
close with the fall of Saigon, many 
veterans have preferred to turn the page 
and move on with their lives while car-
rying whatever mental or physical scars 

they bear.
 But Burns, who has earned rave re-
views for his riveting explorations of a 
wide variety of topics such as the Civil 
War, jazz, and the history of baseball, 
certainly has a unique style of craft-
ing a narrative and managed to turn the 
public’s attention back to Vietnam with 
this project.
 Like most of Burns’ work, this 
documentary has received mostly posi-
tive reviews for its in-depth storytelling 
since it was released. My initial concern 
with the documentary was that it would 
only bring up old wounds in our nation 
and further divide a country that doesn’t 
need any more division.
 But I applaud LBP for bringing at-
tention to the documentary and mostly 
for allowing Louisiana veterans to share 
their experiences, voice their views on 
the war and add to the body of knowl-
edge regarding this significant moment 
in our nation’s history.
 Thanks to LBP and their staff along 
with the support of the local Boy Scouts 
for the work they are doing and thanks 
for allowing us an opportunity to sup-
port our veterans.
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   ON thE COVEr - DeMCo is a 
supporter and sponsor of LPB’s tribute 
project, The Vietnam War: louisiana 
Remembers. For more on this story, 
see page 4.
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DEMCO supports LPB’s program
to gather stories of Vietnam veterans

Manager’s report
By John Vranic 
DeMCo Ceo and general Manager

DEMCO linemen participate in training program

seven DeMCo linemen recently advanced in the louisiana lineman Training Program. Pictured above are 
Aaron guitreau, orlando hill, luke Butler, Tylar Keefer, Maderis Trout, Dante holmes and Craton Templeton. 
The linemen completed Module 1, levels 6-10 of the program.
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 DEMCO employees and members 
contributed emergency clean-up sup-
plies for victims of Hurricane Harvey 
after the storm left thousands of fami-
lies in Texas struggling to recover.
 Along with a trailer full of brooms, 
mops, cleaning agents, paper products 
and many other items, the DEMCO 
employees also provided $1,000 in gift 
cards for victims of the storm.
 DEMCO representatives loaded the 
supplies in a pick-up truck and trailer 
and delivered them to Sam Houston 
Electric based in Livingston, TX.
 There they were received by the 
co-op’s Chief Communications Officer 
Keith Stapleton and other staff mem-
bers. Stapleton directed the DEMCO 
employees to a local church where the 
supplies were distributed to members of 
the community served by Sam Houston 
Electric. (Acct. No. 80282454-001)
 “This is just a tremendous blessing 
to our citizens that the members and 
employees at DEMCO would make 
such a generous donation in our time of 
need,” Stapleton said.
 “This disaster was unlike anything 
we’ve seen in this part of our state, 
and it’s been very humbling to see the 
support we’ve been given. Thanks to 
everyone who made this donation pos-
sible,” he said.
 According to DEMCO’s Vice Presi-
dent of Marketing and Member Servic-
es Brent Bradley, “We’ve been through 
these kinds of events before and we 
know what it feels like to receive this 
kind of help. It was a real privilege for 
us to contribute in a small way.” 

DEMCO provides supplies for victims of hurricane harvey
Pictured at left are 
DeMCo employees 
Penny Fruge, Toni 
Johnson, Brent Bradley, 
Mary Broussard, Cha-
non Johnson and David 
latona after loading a 
pick-up truck and trailer 
with supplies for victims 
of hurricane harvey. 
Below, Bradley and la-
tona are joined by Keith 
stapleton, chief commu-
nication officer at Sam 
houston electric (third 
from right) and residents 
from the livingston, 
Texas, community who 
volunteered to help un-
load the supplies.

 Now is your chance to be a part of history! You 
could be one of four students to win an all-expense 
paid trip to WASHINGTON, D.C.! 
 You’ll get to tour the capital, meet with your 
congressman, visit historical sites, see your gov-
ernment working and make lots of new friends 
from all around the country! 
 All you have to do to qualify is enter an essay 
in the 2018 Electric Cooperative Youth Tour Essay 
Contest, sponsored by DEMCO.

Contest Rules
 High school juniors *who are DEMCO mem-
bers in Ascension, East Baton Rouge, East Felici-
ana, Livingston, St. Helena, Tangipahoa and West 
Feliciana are eligible to enter (*home schooled 
students of DEMCO members are also eligible).
*Please note that although only DEMCO mem-
bers are eligible for the trip to Washington D.C., 
ALL entering students are eligible for prizes to be 
awarded for the best written essays.
 Children, grandchildren, brothers or sisters of 
DEMCO employees or directors are ineligible.
 This year’s essay topic should be in the form 
of a letter to a political leader (President of the 
United States, Governor of Louisiana, Mayor, 

Secretary of the Department of Environmental 
Quality, etc.; just to name a few). The letter should 
address any topic that inspires the student/author’s 
passion.
 Essays should not exceed 750 words.
 Each essay must be accompanied by a cover 
sheet including:

 • Student’s name, address, telephone number, 
email address, and age
 • Name(s) of parent(s) or guardian(s)
 • Name of school
 • Name of English teacher
 • Student’s school and community activities, 
achievements and extracurricular activities
 • Date submitted
 Essays may be submitted in one of three ways:
in person to any DEMCO office; by mail to 
DEMCO Marketing Department/YT, P.O Box 
15659, Baton Rouge, LA 70895; OR entries can be 
emailed to davidl@demco.org.
 Deadline for entries is Friday, Jan. 19, 2018. 
All essays submitted in this contest will become 
the property of DEMCO and will not be returned.

Judging
 Essays will be judged on originality, composi-
tion, how well they address the subject and neat-
ness.
 Twelve semi-finalists will be selected for final 
judging. Final competition will consist of an oral 
presentation of the written essay and a brief test on 
rural electrification knowledge. Four winners will 
travel to Washington, D.C. in June, 2018.

DEMCO sponsors 2018 Washington Youth tour contest
Four students will win a free trip to our nation’s capital!
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 A generation after they fought in a highly po-
liticized military conflict in the jungles of South-
east Asia, many Vietnam War veterans still find it 
difficult to process their memories.
 Veteran John Englesman of Baton Rouge, after 
detailing his experiences serving in the Mekong 
Delta, echoes the sentiments of many as he says 
while fighting back tears, “I just wish, as a spe-
cies, humans could find some other way to resolve 
disputes other than war….because it’s so horrible.”
 Englesman is directing his comments to an off-
screen interviewer as part of a special television 
project by Louisiana Public Broadcasting (LPB). 
The station recently premiered “The Vietnam War: 
Louisiana Remembers” to coincide with the debut 
of the latest documentary by filmmakers Ken 
Burns and Lynn Novick entitled, “The Vietnam 
War – A Film.” (Acct.No. 5255101-001)
 The two award-winning producers created an 
in-depth exploration of the conflict that runs over 
10 separate episodes totaling 18 hours of gripping 
footage. LPB aired the highly acclaimed series 
twice in the fall and also held a special preview at 
their studios off Perkins Road. 
 DEMCO was there at the preview to prepare 
and serve a hot meal as a gesture of appreciation to 
the veterans and in support of LPB’s initiative. 
 DEMCO CEO and General Manager John 
Vranic, himself a Vietnam vet, commented, “When 
we heard about this project, we were eager to jump 
in and help out any way we could. It’s a privilege 
for us to be involved in honoring the sacrifices 
made by so many courageous men and women.”
 While LPB has already broadcast “Louisiana 
Remembers” and posted it to the State Archives 
(www.ladigitalmedia.org), the project isn’t done.
 LPB President and CEO Beth Courtney is in-
viting all Vietnam veterans from Louisiana to visit 
the LPB studios and record their stories of their 
combat experiences. Plans are to produce a second 
one-hour “Louisiana Remembers” program.
 Each Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
through the end of the year, the studios will be 
open to those veterans who want to share their 
memories. Appointments can be made by visiting 
www.lpb.org/vietnam or by calling the station at 
225-767-4204. Interviews will also be conducted 
at facilities in Monroe and Alexandria.
 So far, the station has received many stories 
from POWs, helicopter pilots, infantrymen, mili-
tary advisors, translators, mechanics and others. 
The two “Louisiana Remembers” programs will 
add to a series of segments LPB has done in the 
past related to the Vietnam War and its aftermath.
 Courtney has her own stateside memories of 
the Vietnam era. Her father was a NATO com-
mander in the Air Force and she remembers 
discussing the war at the dinner table as millions 
of families did at the time. She recalls her father 
lamenting the fighter pilots that were being lost.
 “They were good pilots and good family men,” 
she said. “It really got to him and it got to us be-
cause these were people we knew personally and 
we really had a lot of admiration for them.”
 As the war raged on, Courtney became a 

graduate student and teaching assistant in the 
history department at LSU. She recalls that the 
tension triggered by the conflict wasn’t as intense 
at LSU as other parts of the country, such as Kent 
State and many East Coast colleges.
 “My brother was a student at Yale and he told 
me about how the students were throwing rocks 
at the ROTC cadets as they were marching. It was 
a real tug-of-war across the country back then. 
People had very strong feelings,” she said.
 Courtney said she took a trip to Vietnam six 
years ago and visited both Saigon and Hanoi, 
including a tour of the infamous “Hanoi Hilton” 
where U.S. prisoners of war were abused.
 “It was stunning to see, after so many years,” 
she said. “There seemed to be a lot of anti-French 
sentiment as well as those who still bear some 
resentment toward America. But there were also 
many friendly people who welcomed us with open 
arms and were very kind. Like it or not, the history 
of our countries will forever be intertwined.”  
 LPB’s Director of Special Projects Christina 
Melton has heard many of the experiences shared 
by Louisiana’s veterans. Melton, whose uncle was 
a helicopter pilot in a medical evacuation unit in 
Vietnam, said one of the overarching themes of 
many who have contributed to the project is the 

stigma associated with having served in such a 
controversial and protracted military conflict.
 “There are many who always felt they couldn’t 
share their story because they came home and 
weren’t appreciated for their sacrifices. They were 
told not to wear their uniforms in the airport. They 
were called baby-killers and murderers,” she said. 
“From their vantage point, they weren’t involved 
in some of the things people were seeing on their 
TV screens. They were just doing their duty in 
service to their country and doing what they were 
ordered by their military commanders to do.”
 In addition to the video project, Lamar Ad-
vertising has also donated a large-scale map of 
Vietnam and veterans have been invited to sign the 
map in the area where they served. Melton said the 
map will likely be displayed on a rotating basis at 
different sites around the state.
 Melton said she and the rest of the LPB staff 
and organization appreciate the support of DEM-
CO and other private and personal interests who 
have made the Vietnam project possible.
 “We feel as though this is very important work 
we’re doing, and we couldn’t do it without the 
support of the community and our partnerships,” 
she said. “This particular project really highlights 
how important those partnerships are.”

DEMCO supports LPB’s Louisiana remembers project

Pictured clockwise from top/left: DeMCo Ceo and gen-
eral Manager John Vranic visits with veterans and their 
families at the lPB preview of The Vietnam War - A Film; 
members of the DeMCo Cook Team serve a hot meal; 
veterans kneel down to sign a map of Vietnam; Vranic 
points to the area where he served in the war.

Vietnam vets invited to share their memories of military service
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DEMCO salutes 
our military 
veterans and 
their families. 

thank you for 
the sacrifices 
you have made 
for our freedom!

Please keep a safe distance from DEMCO utility poles
 What do yard sale signs, basketball 
hoops, deer stands, satellite dishes, and 
birdhouses have in common? 
 They’re often found illegally at-
tached to utility poles. 
 But this isn’t only a crime of incon-
venience. Safety issues caused by unap-
proved pole attachments - or structures 
that are located too close to utility poles 
- place the lives of lineworkers and the 
public in peril.
 It may seem innocent, but a small 
nail can have deadly results around high-
voltage electricity.
     DEMCO crews climb utility poles at 
all hours of the day and night, very often 
in the worst of conditions. Anything at-
tached to utility poles can create serious 
hazards for our line personnel. 
 Sharp objects like nails, tacks, staples 
or barbed wire can puncture rubber 
gloves and other safety equipment, mak-
ing linemen vulnerable to electrocution.
 Lineworkers have reported poles 
used as community bulletin boards, satel-
lite mounts, and even support legs for 
deer stands, lights, and carports. 
 Not only do these attachments put 
linemen at risk, anyone illegally placing 
these items on poles comes dangerously 
close to energized lines with thousands 
of volts of energy pulsing overhead. It’s 
mandatory to keep any structure at least 
20 feet away from utility poles. 
 Unauthorized pole attachments 
violate the National Electrical Safety 
Code, the accepted manual containing 
guidelines for safe electrical engineering 

standards. 
 DEMCO and other utilities strictly 
follow this code that includes a section 
that reads, “Signs, posters, notices, and 
other attachments shall not be placed 
on supporting structures without con-
currence of the owner (the utility is the 
owner of the pole). Supporting structures 
should be kept free from other climbing 
hazards such as tacks, nails, vines, and 
through bolts not properly trimmed.”
 Please help us keep our linemen—
and our community—SAFE. Don’t 
attach any of these unauthorized and 
dangerous items to utility poles. Fix-
tures not belonging to the cooperative or 
another utility will be removed by co-op 
line personnel; and bear in mind the 
co-op is not responsible for any losses if 
an item is damaged or destroyed during 
removal.
     At this time of year, tree stands are a 
particular problem. Each year, DEMCO 
removes more than a few of these il-
legally placed stands. Many hunters are 
severely injured or killed in this practice 
every season. Please use common sense 
when placing deer stands.
     Another problem faced by utilities 
is the use of utility equipment for target 
practice. This is not only dangerous but 
is also very costly for DEMCO and its 
members. Damage to electrical equip-
ment by these individuals usually results 
in extended outage times. DEMCO 
investigates all system damages and will 
prosecute anyone found to be responsible 
to the fullest extent of the law. 
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Payment Arrangements
Anytime

Through DEMCO’s upgraded 
automated phone system, 
members can conveniently 
make payment arrangements 
24/7*. That’s just one more 
way DEMCO is making its 
members’ lives a little easier.

*Certain restrictions apply.

225-261-1177
1-800-262-1170

/DEMCOLouisiana 

 The candidates must:
 • Be a DEMCO member, as defined by the 
DeMCo Foundation Bylaws.
 • Possess a high school diploma or equiva-
lent.
 • Be a legal citizen of the United States of 
America. 
 • Plan to attend a trade school, community 
college, university or other such louisiana institu-
tion.
 • Submit completed DEMCO Foundation 
scholarship Application, all supporting documen-
tation, a copy of most recent transcripts including 
cumulative gPA (minimum of 2.5 on 4.0 scale or 
equivalent required), a summary of work and/or 
extra-curricular activities, a minimum of three (3) 
letters of recommendation, and a cover letter by 
the applicant detailing reasons for consideration. 
new letters of recommendation and cover letters 
should be submitted each semester for which a 
student applies.

 • An acceptance letter from the school of 
choice for first time or transferring students.
 • All must be submitted to DEMCO Founda-
tion by 4 p.m. central daylight time of deadline 
date (December 21). Applications cannot be 
faxed.

sCholARshiP liMiTATion
 scholarship recipients are eligible to apply 
for a maximum lifetime scholarship award of four 
(4) semesters/quarters per individual.
 For more information regarding the DeMCo 
Foundation scholarship Program or to receive an 
application, please call (225) 262-2141 or visit us 
on the web at www.demco.org.

excerpt from ARTiCle ii, 
DeMCo Foundation Bylaws

 Definition of DEMCO Member:
 “For the purposes of these Articles of incor-
poration, the DEMCO members are defined as 
those individuals who are current members of 

Dixie electric Membership Corporation and the 
members of their immediate family.  Members of 
the immediate family shall mean those natural 
persons regularly residing in the member’s home 
which is served by DeMCo.”

DEMCO Foundation accepts applications for 2018 scholarships
 in 1997, DeMCo established the DeMCo Foundation, a charitable organization dedicated to assisting 
DeMCo members in need. since its inception the Foundation has provided assistance in many ways and 
has impacted the lives of families and individuals throughout DEMCO’s seven-parish service area.
 As part of its continuing mission, the Foundation initiated a scholarship program. The purpose of the 
DeMCo Foundation scholarship Program is to provide assistance to DeMCo members who are seeking to 
better themselves through trade school, vo-tech, community college, a university and/or other forms of edu-
cational programs in the state of louisiana.
 The DeMCo Foundation will accept applications for the 2018 spring scholarship awards until December 
21, 2017. scholarships in amounts up to $1,250.00 may be awarded each semester. The number of scholar-
ships awarded will be determined after all scholarship applications are received. Funds are to be used for 
payment of educational expenses such as tuition, books, and fees. Payments of scholarships will be made 
directly to the applicant’s school of attendance.
 The following eligibility guidelines have been established for the DeMCo Foundation scholarship:
 eligiBility reQuirements

Demco founDation
P.O. Box 15659

Baton rouge, La 70895
PhONE: (225) 262-2141

Payment Arrangements
Anytime

Through DEMCO’s upgraded 
automated phone system, 
members can conveniently 
make payment arrangements 
24/7*. That’s just one more 
way DEMCO is making its 
members’ lives a little easier.

*Certain restrictions apply.

225-261-1177
1-800-262-1170

/DEMCOLouisiana 
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Al l  in a day’s work
DEMCO linemen respond 
to help citizens in need

 DEMCO’s Greensburg District Line Supervisor Josh Conleay takes great 
pride in the training and preparation his linemen go through to make sure they 
do their jobs safely and effectively each and every day.
 But there are times when their extensive training involves something other 
than lines and poles.
 According to Conleay, the greensburg area has seen an inordinate num-
ber of emergency situations in the recent past and his crews have been on the 
scene to lend a helping hand.
 Just a few months ago, DeMCo line-
men Bodhi Wright and Kaleb lee assisted 
first responders in rescuing two young 
ladies and a child from a vehicle that had 
hydroplaned off the roadway and had be-
come mired in a creek.
 Wright and lee used their emergency 
training to assess the situation, establish a 
plan and help pull the accident victims to safety.
 Conleay also noted that during the flood of August 2016 DEMCO Linemen 
Vince estes and Austin hudspeth used a rope to rescue a woman from her 
vehicle that had been swept away in the rising floodwaters.
 And it was only a few years ago that hudspeth and Rickey Cummings came 
to the aid of a woman and two children whose vehicle careened off the highway 
and turned over in a ditch.
 The three were retrieved from the overturned car and treated for their wounds 
before a medical unit arrived.
 For their quick response, hudspeth and Cummings received special recogni-
tion from the St. Helena Sheriff’s Department.
 “We’re extremely proud of all of our linemen, who take their safety and emer-
gency response training very seriously,” Conleay said. “These kinds of situations 
speak to the fact that our commitment to our community is far greater than just 
delivering electricity. Anytime we see a need or there’s an opportunity to help - 
both in emergencies or just everyday situations - we’re going to act decisively 
and affirmatively.”

 Volunteer to help your community!! Become a 
volunteer tax preparer.
 In 2018 a location will be open in the City of 
Central to get your tax return prepared for free.
 The IRS is looking for volunteers to operate 
the site.  
 If you have a heart to serve people and are 
willing to give a few hours of your time each 
week, please consider this volunteer opportunity.  
 Becoming a volunteer through the Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program as greeter 
or tax return preparer can be a very rewarding 
experience and sometimes a bit challenging, but 
when you see the spark in someone’s eyes as you 
tell them of the refund they are getting, then it 
makes it all worth it. 
 Many people live from pay check to pay check 
and the high cost of tax prep fees really puts a dent 
in their budget. 
 This service is offered through the Capital 
Area United Way and the Internal Revenue Ser-
vice. (Acct. No. 2392301-003)
 All volunteers must take a classroom tax law 
course and certify in tax law. Classes will begin in 
the fall.
 There are also online courses available 
through irs.gov. For more information on this 
program, please contact Diane Denton, Sr., Tax 
Consultant with the IRS, at 225-241-5161 or 
Lynda.D.Denton@irs.gov.

help your community: Become a volunteer tax preparer

 The appeal of electric vehicles 
(EVs) is gaining momentum - again. 
 The first electric car was developed 
in 1837 in Aberdeen, Scotland. By the 
1880s, manufacturers were selling a 
wide array of EVs ranging from trams to 
trolleys, to cars, and even locomotives. 
Interest blossomed in the late 1890s and 
early 1900s. As roads improved and 
became more extensive, demand for 
greater range emerged. A variety of solu-
tions were put forth including the first 
battery exchanges by an electric utility in 
Connecticut in 1910 and the first hybrid 
automobile in 1911. America soon led 
the world in number of EVs on the roads.
 But the rapid expansion of the coun-
try and the limitation of electricity to 
major cities and towns spelled the end of 
the electric car. The world wanted to be 
mobile and EVs simply did not have the 
range required. 
 Fast forward to modern times and 
EVs are dominating the automotive 
news. Thanks to the electric cooperative 
movement, electricity is available every-
where in the U.S., the majority of roads 
are paved and environmental concerns 
are increasing awareness. 
 While many drawbacks of EVs are 
gone, there is still a major concern limit-
ing EV growth dubbed “range anxiety.” 
This stems from the persistent limited 

range of all EVs. While Tesla provides 
270 miles for their all-wheel drive model 
and 355 miles on their standards, that 
pales in comparison to most internal 
combustion cars. And, the lack of a rapid 
charging infrastructure is an ongoing 
hurdle. Just like their 20th century prede-
cessors, pure EVs are great “city cars.”
 Fortunately, advances in battery 
technology battery management systems 
are squeezing out more miles. At the 
same time, more companies and utilities 
are installing efficient charging stations 
at their places of business and in popular 
public locations.
 Range anxiety notwithstanding, EVs 
have a bright future. Prices are dropping 
and range is expanding so owners can 
confidently drive nearly everywhere with 
a little bit of planning. 

appeal for electric 
vehicles is growing

2018	VITA	SITES	and	Special	Tax	Prep	Events ADDRESS CITY

Appoint
ment	
only

ARC	of	Baton	Rouge	(Special	Event)	-	days 1984	Wooddale	Blvd. Baton	Rouge Call	211
Baker	Library	-	evenings	and	Saturdays 3501	Groom	Road Baker Call	211
Carver	Library	-	days,	evenings	and	Saturdays 720	Terrace	Ave. Baton	Rouge Call	211
Catholic	ChariOes/BR	-	days	and	evenings 1900	S.	Acadian	Thruway Baton	Rouge Call	211
City	of	Baton	Rouge	-	MLK	-	days 4000	Gus	Young	Avenue Baton	Rouge Call	211
City	of	Baton	Rouge	-	Central	-	days 4523	Plank	Rd Baton	Rouge Call	211
City	of	Baton	Rouge	-	Charles	R.	Kelly	-	days 3535	Riley	St Baton	Rouge Call	211
City	of	Baton	Rouge	-	Rural	-	days 13211	Jackson	Road Zachary Call	211
City	of	Central	-	Days	and	Hrs.	days,	evenings,	Sat. 13421	Hooper	Rd. Central Call	211
City	of	Donaldsonville	-	Days,	evening	and	Sat. 901	Catalpa	St. Donaldsonville Call	211
Denham	Springs/Walker	Library	-	days,	evenings,	Sat. 8101	Hwy	190 Denham	Springs Call	211
Hope	Ministries	(Special	Event)	-	days Winbourne	Ave. Baton	Rouge Call	211
Fairwood	Library	-	evenings	and	Saturday 12910	Old	Hammond	Hwy Baton	Rouge Call	211
Family	Service	Center	-	days	and	Saturday 9794	Bains	Road Saint	Francisville Call	211
Iberville	Library	-	days	and	Saturday 24605	J.	Gerald	Berret	Blvd. Plaquemine Call	211
Jones	Creek	Library	-	days,	evenings,	Sat. 6222	Jones	Creek	Rd. Baton	Rouge Call	211
Livingston	Library	-	evenings	and	Saturday 20390	Iowa	Street Livingston Call	211
LSU	VITA	-	evenings	and	Saturday 1	Ceba	Lane Baton	Rouge Call	211
Pointe	Coupee	-	days	and	evenings 230	Robert	Dr.,	Suite	B New	Roads Call	211

River	Parishes	Community	College	-	evenings,	Sat. 925	W.	Edenborne	Parkway Gonzales Call	211
Southern	University	BR	-	Saturdays 1	Steptoe	Drive Baton	Rouge Call	211
St.	Gabriel	Tax	Center	-	evenings	and	Sat. 1745	Hwy.	30 Saint	Gabriel Call	211
St.	James	Parish	Government	-	days 5153	Canatella	Street Convent Call	211
St.	John's	UMC	-	evenings	and	Saturdays 9375	Highland	Road Baton	Rouge Call	211
St.	Vincent	de	Paul	-	days	and	Saturdays 220	St.	Vincent	de	Paul	Place Baton	Rouge Call	211
West	Baton	Rouge	Council	-	days 880	N.	Alexander	Avenue Port	Allen Call	211

appt.
only



Page 8 • Along These lines • Nov./Dec. 2017

News Notes
      The next meeting of the DEMCO 
Board of Directors is scheduled for 
Thursday, Nov. 16, 2017, at 6 p.m. 
Board meetings are held at DEM-
CO’s headquarters facility located at 
16262 Wax Road, Greenwell Springs, 
La.

Prepare for Little Visitors
 With the holidays come house 
guests, and often they’re little ones. 
Kids and grandkids can be a joy, but 
their presence requires preparation 
around the house. Use these tips to 
ensure that your home is ready to 
welcome your loved ones for all the 
festivities.
 • Put away small items that could 
pose choking hazards, such as batter-
ies, buttons, coins and jewelry.
 • Install tamper-resistant electrical 
receptacles in your home to prevent 
shocks and burns, or use safety cov-
ers on all unused outlets that are 

accessible to children.
 • Never allow children to play 
with electrical decorations or cords.
 • Use safety gates at the tops and 
bottoms of stairways to keep babies 
and toddlers safe.
 • Move all cleaning products and 
other dangerous items out of reach of 
children and store them in a locked 
area.
 • Consider turning your water 
heater temperature down to 120 
degrees to reduce the risk of scald-
ing.
 • Teach overnight guests your fire 
escape plan, including the location of 
your outside meeting place. Everyone 
should know at least two ways out of 
each room in your home.

Save Serious Energy at Home
 Need a few quick ways to save 
on energy costs? Follow these tips to 

conserve electricity in your home.
 Need a new refrigerator? You 
could save $100 a year on your ener-
gy bill by replacing an older model 
with a new, Energy Star-qualified 
appliance. You could save up to $200 
a year if your old refrigerator dates 
all the way back to the 1970s, Energy 
Star says.
 Add insulation. Insulating your 
attic, and the walls and floors adja-
cent to an unheated garage or base-
ment can make a dent in your heating 
and cooling bills.
 Unplug the TV or plug it into a 
smart power strip. Electronics such 
as TVs, speakers, gaming consoles, 
computers and even phone chargers 
continue to use energy, even when 
they’re turned off. Unplug them or 
switch off their power strips before 
you go to bed.
 Regulate your lights. Dimmer 

switches let you control how much 
light you use. 
 A switch with a timer can turn 
lights on and off at set times. A light 
fixture with a motion sensor will turn 
itself off when a room is empty. All 
of that adds up to energy savings.
Switch to LED bulbs. They use 90 
percent less energy than incandescent 
lightbulbs.

Lucky Account Number Contest
 The Lucky Account Number 
Contest continues this month with 
four winners included in this edition 
of Along These Lines. Before you 
continue looking through this edi-
tion for your winning number, look 
for your account number printed 
above your mailing address. Locate 
this number anywhere in this issue 
and win the $25 prize. To claim your 
prize, please call 225-262-3072.

Co-oplife
by Billy gibson

Director of Communications
Association of louisiana electric Cooperatives

www.lacountryblog.wordpress.com

 Someone once said our fear of public 
speaking is so pervasive that most of us 
would rather be inside the casket than 
delivering the eulogy at a funeral.
 Ok, that seems a little harsh, but I 
understand the sentiment.
 Personally, when it comes to having 
to deliver a speech, I’m not so appre-
hensive about standing up in front of 
a crowd. Somewhere along the way I 
got past the point of being so petrified 
that someone would have to physically 
shove me onto the dais.
 For me, it’s not the fear of drawing 
attention…it’s just that I’m so horrible 
at delivering a tight, well-crafted, con-
vincing, inspiring, smoothly-delivered 
bit of oratory. I’m all will, no skill.
 And frankly, I usually have too 
much regard for any audience I’d have 
to address than to subject them to my 
discombobulated blathering.
 The problem is that to decline a gra-
cious invitation to speak would be an 
even more blatant insult – but just by a 
little bit – than going ahead and deliv-
ering some rambling, rabbit-chasing 
harangue. So, I usually respond affirma-
tively when asked.
 The good thing about being a bad 
public speaker is that it usually takes 
just one time and you don’t get asked 
again. The only people who invite you 
to address a crowd are the ones who 
haven’t heard you before. And, well, 
they just have to learn the hard way.
 The Baton Rouge Symphony learned 
this lesson years ago when I somehow 
got hornswoggled into playing Santa 
Claus – yes, I even screwed up Santa 
Claus. It was a benefit program on a Sat-
urday morning and there were hundreds 
of kids in the theater. 

 First off, I really wasn’t large enough 
to pull off the costume. You can stuff 
pillows into your shirt to create the 
impression of a big belly, but there’s not 
much you can do with a skinny neck 
shaped like a roll of bologna.
 Plus, my ho-ho-ho was really weak. 
I tried to practice but I never could 
achieve that deep, bellowing baritone 
that you want from a convincing Santa. 
My ho-ho-ho was more like Pee Wee 
Herman than Barry White.
 Needless to say, I never got a call-
back from the Baton Rouge Symphony 
and I’ve been free of the pressure of 
portraying St. Nick ever since.
 During the course of a single week 
last month, three separate audiences 
were doomed to discover my lack of 
speaking ability. In terms of eloquence 
and pizzazz, each presentation was a 
colossal failure. 
 Well, actually, one of them went 
okay because I was there to present 
some scholarship money to a couple of 
deserving LSU students. Handing out 
money usually helps.
 Over the years, I’ve tried every trick 
in the book – including actually reading 
books – to try to improve.
 I even tried the old trick of removing 
my contacts so that I was literally unable 
to focus on the audience and, in theory, 
could more easily direct all my attention 
to the message I was trying to deliver. 

The problem was I could barely find 
my way to the podium and then had to 
squint Mr. Magoo-style to see my notes.
 I tried simply reading the speech, 
though I’m not really good at that, 
either. When I look up to make eye con-
tact with the audience, by the time I look 
back down I’ve lost my place.
 I can’t afford a teleprompter, but 
I have thought about bringing a tape 
recording and lip-syncing my speech. 
Heck, if singers can get away with that, 
why not speakers?
 Back in college I had the notion that 
if you can really shell down the corn, 
you could succeed at anything. You 
didn’t even have to know what you were 
talking about, so long as you sounded 
confident and convincing.
 So, I enrolled in a public speaking 
course and I was as bad at the end as I 
was at the beginning. That was 30 years 
ago and I haven’t gotten any better.
 One of my favorite speakers these 
days is Joel Osteen. He’s the “prosperity 
gospel” preacher that came under criti-
cism recently when he didn’t immedi-
ately open his mega-church in Houston 
to victims of Hurricane Harvey.
 When it comes to theocracy, Osteen 
is a controversial figure. He lives in a 
$10 million home while holding himself 
up as a messenger of Christ, who walked 
along narrow dusty streets in a robe and 
sandals and purposefully refrained from 

owning anything.
 I’ll leave that conundrum for oth-
ers to argue about, but I will say that 
it’s hard to deny the man can speak. He 
stands on that stage in front of thousands 
of members of his flock every week and 
delivers his message without so much 
as a stutter or stammer. He’s got a nice 
expensive suit on, a big bright smile and 
perfectly coiffed locks. And the people 
keep coming back for more.
 If I started off with 12,000 people 
and preached every week for a month, at 
the end of four weeks I’d have it down 
to just a few members of my family and 
a friend of mine who owes me money.
 In high school, I was friends with our 
school’s top track star. I often wondered 
would it would be like to inhabit the 
body of a star track athlete. What would 
it feel like to run that fast? Would your 
feet feel like they’re about to fly off? 
Would it be effortless or would it hurt 
more than it hurts me when I run just a 
few hundred yards?
 Similarly, I wonder what it would be 
like to be Joel Osteen, standing up there 
with every bit of confidence a man can 
muster, looking all slick and polished, 
the words just oozing forth like honey 
out of a pot. What would it be like to 
command an audience like that?
 I recently met a high school student 
whose public speaking ability was so 
extraordinarily strong I decided to give 
him some unsolicited advice after he 
divulged he wanted to get into politics. 
I told him that his gift of gab will bring 
him great influence and power, and I 
encouraged him to use that power for 
good, not ill.
 And, I added…don’t ever date my 
daughter.

the elusive gift of gab and living down a bad santa acting job
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DEMCO crews assist fellow co-op after hurricane irma

DEMCO holiday closings
 DEMCO offices will be closed 
for regular business on Thursday, 
nov. 23 and Friday, nov. 24 in ob-
servance of Thanksgiving.
 Offices will also be closed for 
the Christmas holidays on Dec. 25-
26 and New Year’s Day on Jan. 1.
 emergency crews will be on 
stand-by in the event of weather-
related outages.
 The Directors, Manager and 
employees of DeMCo wish you a 
safe and pleasant holiday season.

Energy Efficiency  
Tip of the Month
Spending more time in the  
kitchen during the holiday season? 
Here’s one way to be more energy 
efficient: Unplug small kitchen 
appliances, like toaster ovens and 
microwaves, when not in use. You 
could save $10 to $20 per year. 

Source: U.S. Dept. of Energy

statement of Non-discrimination
 Dixie electric Membership Corporation is an equal opportu-
nity provider & employer.
 If you wish to file a Civil Rights program complaint of discrimi-
nation, complete the UsDA Program Discrimination Complaint 
Form, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_fil-
ing_cust.html, or at any USDA office, or call (866) 632-9992 to 
request the form. You may also write a letter containing all of the 
information requested in the form. send your completed com-
plaint form or letter to us by mail at U.s. Department of Agricul-
ture, Director, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave-
nue, s.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, by fax (202) 690-7442 
or email at program.intake@usda.gov.

Denham payment center opens
 DeMCo announces the opening of a temporary payment center at the 
location of the Denham Springs branch office on Range Avenue north of I-12.
 The payment center is located at 1810 south Range Avenue, Denham 
springs, lA 70726.
 hours of operation are 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. The 
office is closed daily from 12:15 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. (Acct. No. 80212636-002)

 A team of DeMCo linemen 
were dispatched to Florida to 
help with power restoration in 
the wake of hurricane irma.
 The linemen traveled east-
ward to assist the members of 
sumter electric Cooperative 
(seCo).
 The crew was sent as a part 
of DEMCO’s Mutual Aid Agree-
ment with more than 900 fellow 
electric cooperatives across the 
country. The agreement assures 
that DeMCo will receive help af-
ter a disaster and also obligates 
the local co-op to send help to 
other co-ops when needed.
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J.k. Johnson
Denham springs, La

225-665-7010

J.k.’s
taxiDermy

Meeting of September 21, 2017
 The board of directors of DEMCO 
held its regular meeting Thursday, Sep-
tember 21, 2017.  Board President Rich-
ard Sitman called the meeting to order at 
6:00 p.m. 
 The board then approved the min-
utes of the previous meeting, new 
member list, Treasurer’s Report and 
Operations Committee report as written.  
The board next resolved to authorize 
management to present each DEMCO 
employee, retiree, and board member a 
Thanksgiving turkey and a Christmas 
ham.  The board then authorized man-
agement to approve Amendments #24 
through #26 to the 2013 – 2016 Con-
struction Work Plan.
 As committee chairman of the 
Purchasing Committee, Randy Lorio 
presented the committee’s report.  The 
board then resolved to approve the fol-
lowing purchases: Ellis Electric Com-

pany for the Juban Marketplace East 
Underground project; ratifies manage-
ment’s decision to purchase three 69kV 
breakers from Alstom/GE.
 From the Finance Committee 
report Steve Irving moved that the 
board resolve to authorize management 
to renew insurance coverage with no 
change in coverage or premiums Star-
mount, Business Travel Accident with 
NRECA, BCBSLA health insurance.  

 

Mr. Irving continued with the Interest, 
Fuel Cost Adjustment and Financial 
reports.  The board then approved a res-
olution reclassifying those accounts dis-
connected in May 2017 as uncollectable.   
The board then authorized management 
individuals and directors to serve as 
signatories on specific Red River Bank 
accounts.
 The board then resolved, by recom-
mendation of the Policy Committee 
to amend the following board policies 
which refer to the Extension or Relo-
cation of Electrical Facilities: Board 
Policy 209.004 (Individual Residential 
Customers); Board Policy 212.000 
(New or Expanded Residential Subdivi-
sion Developments; and Board Policy 
213.000 (Commercial, Industrial, and 
Other Business Developments).
 Danny Berthelot gave the ALEC 
report with no action taken.
 Leslie Falks presented the Dixie 
Business Center and DEMCO Founda-
tion reports with no action taken.  
 Board President Richard Sitman pre-
sented the DES, LLC report.   He stated, 
the DES, LLC Board approved the 2018 
DES, LLC Budget as presented, and 
approved the 2017 DES, LLC Audit 
report.  
 John Vranic presented the Manager’s 
report with no action taken. 
 Jim Ellis presented the Attorney’s 
report with no action taken.

Meeting of October 19, 2017
 The board of directors of DEMCO 
held its regular meeting Thursday, Octo-
ber 19, 2017.  Board President Richard 
Sitman called the meeting to order at 
6:00 p.m.  
 The board then approved the min-
utes of the previous meetings, new 
member list, Treasurer’s report and 
Operations Committee report as written.  

 From the Purchasing Committee 
report Randy Lorio, committee chair-
man, presented bids received.  Next 
the board approved a resolution for 
the materials for Pole Line Hardware 
for 2018 including Lighting, Meter-
ing, Underground Material, Hardware 
and Transformers.  The board then 
resolved to approve 2018 Mechanical 
Right of Way Retrimming.  Then the 
board approved the following: Linetec 
Services for ACSR Line Circuit 1, the 
complete line construction of the Coly to 
Lockhart 69kV transmission line rebuild 
project; McWane Poles for the standard 
class poles for the Indian Mound to 
Live Oak transmission line replacement 
– steel poles project; Dis-Tran Steel 
for the engineered poles for the Indian 
Mound to Live Oak transmission line 
replacement – steel poles project; Envi-
ronmental Systems Research Institute, 
Inc. (Esri®), a sole source provider, for 
a three year renewal of the Esri® Small 
Utility Enterprise License Agreement 
(ELA) which includes maintenance and 
unlimited access to all software offered 
through the ELA effective on the date 
executed. 
 From the Finance Committee report 
Steve Irving, committee chairman, 
reviewed the Interest, Fuel Cost Adjust-
ment and Financial Summary reports.  
The board approved a resolution reclas-
sifying those accounts disconnected in 
June 2017 as uncollectable.  
Danny Berthelot gave the ALEC report 
with no action taken.
Leslie Falks presented the Dixie Busi-
ness Center and DEMCO Foundation 
reports with no action taken.
 John Vranic presented the Manager’s 
report with no action taken.
 Jim Ellis presented the Attorney’s 
report with no action taken.

From the Board Room

DEMCO Board members receive committee reports
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Write about your personal 
hero. Be sure to tell why 

this is your hero.

My Hero
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Turn this chart at right into a bar graph. 
It shows the number of veterans living 
in the U.S. as of September 2015.

BONUS CHALLENGE: How many 
veterans are there in total? 

Veterans Day is a day to honor all veterans! It is a time to remember and thank veterans 
for all they have done for all of us and our country.

Color the poster above and display it where lots of people can see it to say thank you to 
the veterans in your community. Or give it to a veteran in your family or neighborhood.

A veteran is a __________ 
who has served in the armed 

forces. The armed forces 
_________ the Army, Navy, 
Air Force, Marine Corps and 
Coast Guard. Both men and 

women can be veterans. 

Some veterans have _______ 
in times of war and have 

fought for our _________. 
Others have served in times 
of _________ to protect our 
country in other ways. All 
veterans make sacrifices to 

help keep our country _____.

Find 10 words in 
today’s paper that 

are related to 
Veterans Day such 
as service, hero and 

honor. Write the 
words here in 

alphabetical order.

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to locate 

information.

The Purple Heart is the oldest 
medal awarded in the U.S. military. 
It is awarded to someone injured or 
killed in action against an enemy.

Use the code to discover 
the famous American general 

whose profile is on the 
Purple Heart.

© 2015 by Vicki Whiting, Editor     Jeff Schinkel, Graphics     Vol. 31, No. 48

Standards Link: Writing Applications: Write in a variety of forms and 
genres.

Interview a family member, neighbor or local 
veteran who served in the armed forces. Share the 

interview with your class.

INTERVIEW A VETERAN



Get outage updates sent 
directly to your phone!

It’s easy! Sign up online at 
DEMCO.org or download 
our app.

How?

demco.org /DEMCOLouisiana 

Either way it’s easy to enable our 

Enhanced Alert System which allows 

you to receive alerts through email  

or text messages.

MANAGE OUTAGE UPDATE ALERTS  
THROUGH OUR APP OR BY SIGNING
IN TO YOUR ACCOUNT ONLINE.

DOWNLOAD THE APP TODAY.


