
DEMCO works 
behind the scenes 
to address renewable 
power issues



 Each October, nearly 1,000 electric 
cooperatives and many thousands of 
other types of cooperative businesses 
around the country celebrate National 
Co-op Month.
 This annual tradition dates all the 
way back to 1964 when U.S. Secre-
tary of Agriculture Orville Freeman 
proclaimed that October would be a 
time each year to pause a moment and 
reflect on the profound impact coopera-
tive businesses have had – and continue 
to have – on our nation’s economy and 
culture.
 Over the decades, October has be-
come a time to reflect on the achieve-
ments and continued importance of the 
cooperative way of doing business that 
places service and democratic control 
at the center of our mission.
 As someone who has spent practi-
cally his entire professional career as 
a cooperative employee, I have always 
been fascinated by one characteristic 
that makes co-ops unique: they can be 
both small and large at the same time.
 DEMCO, for example, is a coop-
erative organization serving power to 
over 108,000 meters, and the board 
members who determine the direction 
of the cooperative are local members 
who are elected to serve by those right 
there in their own neighborhoods and 

communities.
 The president and members of 
the board, the general manager of the 
business and all the vice presidents 
within the co-op are not located in 
some distant metropolis making deci-
sions that will impact customers that 
they will never even meet. Decisions 
are made right here at home by those 
who will be directly impacted.

 But while our co-op’s culture 
is local and down-home and we are 
owned by those we serve, we also have 
the expertise and the critical mass to 
be a significant economic force in the 
Greater Baton Rouge area. 
 We employ more than 200 work-
ers in our region of the state and we 
employ a number of contract personnel. 
We build the infrastructure required for 

businesses to either enter our area or 
expand their operations. 
 Our employees are engaged as 
community volunteers, we support 
local education through our DEMCO 
scholarship program and our Washing-
ton Youth Tour program, and as high-
lighted in last month’s issue of Along 
These Lines, our DEMCO Foundation 
has distributed $5 million to members 
in need over the past 20 years.
 Together, the nation’s 40,000 
cooperative businesses are responsible 
for more than 2 million jobs and about 
$6.5 billion in annual sales.
 We are proud to be part of the 
national cooperative community, along 
with credit unions, agricultural co-ops, 
marketing co-ops, food co-ops, farm 
credit services and other member-
owned organizations.
 I hope you will join us in taking a 
moment to recognize the importance 
of our country’s cooperatives as an 
integral component of the national 
economy while we continue to repre-
sent democracy in action and provide 
the quality of local home-town service 
our members expect and deserve.
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   On tHE COvEr - DeMCo works 
behind the scenes on a number of 
legislative, regulatory and environmen-
tal issues on behalf of its members. For 
more on this story, see page 4.
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reflecting on the impact DEMCO 
and other co-ops have on our country

Manager’s Report
By John vranic 
DeMCo Ceo and general Manager

I have always been 
fascinated by one 

characteristic that makes 
co-ops unique: they can 

be both small and large at 
the same time.
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 Two DEMCO employees were recently recognized 
for achieving accreditation from a prestigious national 
program at the annual meeting of the Association of 
Louisiana Electric Cooperatives (ALEC) in Baton 
Rouge.
 DEMCO Safety Directors Rickey Cummings and 
Jacob Overhultz completed the Certified Loss Control 
Professional program administered by the National 
Utility Training and Safety Education Association 
(NUTSEA) and the National Rural Electric Coopera-
tive Association (NRECA) in Washington, D.C.
 According to DEMCO CEO and General Manager 
John Vranic, “This accomplishment puts both of our 
safety leaders among an elite group of safety profes-
sionals across the country who have achieved this des-
ignation.
 “Safety is really a team effort,” Vranic continued. 
“It takes a significant commitment on the part of the 
board, management, staff and employees to make safe-
ty an integral part of our daily operations. Our goal is 
that at the end of the day, everyone is able to go back 
home to their families. And Rickey and Jacob have 
done an outstanding job of maintaining our culture of 
safety within our organization.”
 Certificates were presented by Mike Bergeaux, Di-
rector of Safety and Loss Control at ALEC. Bergeaux 
said the cooperative’s investment in the program will 
pay dividends for co-op members.
 “The statewide recognizes the commitment that 
DEMCO has made to allow your employees to partici-
pate in this program,” Bergeaux said. I’m certain that 
this investment will be returned many times back to 
the cooperative due to access to the national network 
of certified professionals, the ideas generated during 
classroom training, the library of safety training pro-
grams, and ultimately a better safety record and lower 
costs associated with lost-time accidents.”
 The NUTSEA Loss Control Internship Program 
includes a series of workshops designed to instruct 

participants in many areas related to electric utility 
industry safety.
 According to the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA), nearly 4 million injuries oc-
cur annually in the workplace. One of the goals of a 
Certified Loss Control Professional is to help ensure 
a safe work environment for utility workers and the 
public in general. Avoiding workplace accidents 
avoids down time and can ultimately lead to lower 
utility rates.
 Cummings and Overhultz are two of only a few 

electric utility professionals in the country that will re-
ceive this certification this year. The program requires 
participants to complete a rigorous serious of seminars 
and tests, a 30 hour OSHA course, and a detailed final 
course project. (Acct. No. 80078584-001)
 Loss Control participants go through four, six-day 
sessions that are designed to challenge and educate 
participants in new, innovative safety techniques. 
 Participants must also maintain their certification 
by attending courses every year in order to stay on top 
of changes in the industry.

DEMCO employees earn professional certification status

DEMCO linemen participate 
in statewide training program

Pictured above are AleC Director of safety and loss Control Mike Bergeaux, DeMCo Manager, safety 
and loss Control Rickey Cummings, DeMCo Ceo and general Manager John Vranic, DeMCo safety 
Coordinator Jacob overhultz and AleC Training instructor Aarron graham.

 seven DeMCo linemen 
recently advanced in various 
stages of the louisiana line-
man Training Program. 
 Pictured at right are Ro-
meo Arnold and Jeremy Jett, 
who completed Module 2, 
levels 3-6. Pictured below 
are larry stewart, Michael 
Knight, Andrea Johnson, 
Bodhi Wright and John 
ervin, who completed 
Module 2, group 1 of the 
program.
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 Flipping on a light switch is a simple act.
 But for every kilowatt hour of power a DEMCO 
member uses, there is a maze of legislative, regula-
tory, economic, environmental and other issues that are 
constantly at play in many arenas.
 Keeping the lights on requires plenty of work and 
attention by the linemen who are often seen out in the 
field making service calls, but it also requires a lot of 
behind-the-scenes work by DEMCO’s board and man-
agement.
 Those responsible for overseeing the operation of 
the cooperative and setting the policies and procedures 
of the organization routinely deal with local, state and 
national elected officials, regulatory bodies, commu-
nity leaders, economic developers, attorneys and many 
others - all in an effort to keep rates low and service 
reliability high. 
 They address a wide range of issues such as power 
supply, environmental impact, taxation, rate structures, 
right-of-way and others that don’t often make the 
newspaper headlines but still impact the price DEMCO 
members pay for power.
 A case in point is a regulatory matter that has re-
cently been on the front burner for long-time DEMCO 
Board Member Leslie Falks.
 In addition to the local board, Falks also serves on 
the board of the Southwestern Power Resources As-
sociation (SPRA) based in Oklahoma.
 SPRA is an association that represents electric co-
operatives - including DEMCO - and municipal power 
suppliers in six states that receive renewable power 
from hydroelectric plants that fall within the Southwest 
Power Administration (SWPA), one of four federal re-
gionalized agencies tasked with marketing hydropower.
 According to Falks, “I know it sounds complicated, 
but basically DEMCO is required to have renewable 
power as part of its energy portfolio. Along with 15 
other cooperative and municipal utilities in Louisiana, 
we get our renewable power from these federal hydro-
electric plants that are part of SPRA.”
 Falks said he and the SPRA board have been busy 
the past few months addressing a proposal by the 
Trump Administration that has the potential to impact 
the rates of nearly 800,000 electric customers in Louisi-
ana, including DEMCO members.
 One thing that makes the proposal unique, Falks 
said, is that - atypical of Washington politics these days 
- both sides of the aisle on Capitol Hill are against it.
 Specifically at issue is the “sell-off” of the transmis-
sion facilities that move power from the hydro plants to 
the distribution systems such as DEMCO.
 Earlier this year the Trump Administration intro-
duced a budget proposal to sell the transmission assets 
of SWPA along with two other Power Marketing 
Administrations (PMAs) to private investors. Together,  
these three regional power marketers serve 1,200 
utilities in 34 states, including more than 600 electric 
co-ops.
 After studying the potential impact of this recom-
mendation, the National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA) based in Washington concluded 
this would jeopardize affordable, reliable power for 
more than 100 million consumers and have a devastat-
ing impact on rural economies. 
 In a surprising show of bipartisanship, both Repub-
licans and Democrats joined NRECA and its member 
co-ops in speaking out against the proposal.
 Falks explained that the Trump Administration, like 
the Clinton and Reagan administrations before it, makes 
the false assumption that selling off the PMA transmis-
sion assets can raise revenue for the financially strapped 

federal government.
 “They don’t have all the facts and don’t thoroughly 
understand the issue,” Falks said. “This is just a pretext 
for actions that would raise electricity costs for millions 
of people and businesses. This PMA program more than 
pays its own way through flood control and irrigation. 
Taxpayers don’t pay a dime. This plan would only 
undermine the reliable, affordable electric service in the 
34 states served by the power marketers.”
 Randy Pierce, CEO of the Association of Louisiana 
Electric Cooperatives (ALEC) of which DEMCO is a 
member, said in this political climate few issues galva-
nize members of both major political parties like this 
one. (Acct. No. 7605201-001)
 “A bipartisan group of senators and representatives 
agreed the sell-off plan could be catastrophic for rural 

communities where poles and wires might not be worth 
as much to would-be investors. Rural communities 
would be getting the short end of the stick,” Pierce said
 In a June 5 letter to former Texas governor and 
current Energy Secretary Rick Perry, NRECA and the 
American Public Power Association dismissed the ad-
ministration’s contention that selling PMA transmission 
assets would improve economic efficiency.
 “The sale of these PMA transmission assets would 
threaten the integration of these facilities with the 
PMA’s power marketing responsibilities, raising rates 
and impairing grid reliability,” the senators wrote to 
Perry.
 In the most recent developments, the Senate Ap-
propriations Committee adopted a fiscal 2018 energy 
and water development spending bill with language that 
could block the proposed sell-off, a move that would 
threaten the decades-old principle that PMA custom-
ers, such as DEMCO, receive low-cost hydropower in 
return for their investments in building and maintaining 
those transmission networks.
 The committee cited a 1986 law, adopted when 
the Reagan Administration attempted a similar PMA 
sell-off, that bars the executive branch from soliciting 
proposals to sell the power marketers or the Tennessee 
Valley Authority without congressional approval.
 At this point it is unclear whether or when the 
spending bill will be taken up by the Senate as separate 
legislation or as part of a larger appropriations package.
 In this time of hyper-partisanship and an ever-ex-
panding gulf between those on either side of the politi-
cal aisle, Falks said it’s refreshing to see both parties 
come together to reject a proposal that would only serve 
to increase the financial burdens already faced by many 
families across the country.

Administration’s PMA transmission sell-off could raise rates

DeMCo receives a portion 
of its renewable power 
allocations from the eufala 
hydroelectric facility in 
oklahoma (above) and 
the Bull shoals dam in 
northern Arkansas (right). 
The Trump administration 
has proposed selling off 
the transmission assets 
of these facilities, which 
could result in higher 
electric rates for more than 
100 million consumers.

DEMCO works behind the scenes to tackle tough political issues
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www.muellerinc.com
877-2-MUELLER  
(877-268-3553)

Customize a high-quality Mueller steel 
building to your exact specifications - from 

size to features to colors.  Our versatile 
structures are perfect for storing boats, 

RVs and everything in between. 
Contact us to start your Mueller 

building project today!

WE’RE BIG ON  
STORAGE
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Payment Arrangements
Anytime

Through DEMCO’s upgraded 
automated phone system, 
members can conveniently 
make payment arrangements 
24/7*. That’s just one more 
way DEMCO is making its 
members’ lives a little easier.

*Certain restrictions apply.

225-261-1177
1-800-262-1170

/DEMCOLouisiana 
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 If you think you’ve done 
everything possible to make your 
house more energy efficient, think 
again: “Phantom” power is eating 
our collective lunch.
 The Natural Resources Defense 
Council recently found that a 
whopping 23 percent of electric-
ity used in 70,000 households was 
from phantom power, also known 
as energy vampires—appliances 
and equipment that draw power 
even when they’re not being used.
 That’s right Nearly one-quarter 
of the power used by a household 
is for turned-off stuff that serves 
no purpose. That translates to 
about $19 billion worth of elec-
tricity, equal to the output of 50 
large power plants.
 How did this become a prob-
lem? One reason is that we have 
so much stuff. An onsite analysis 
of 10 houses in the study found 
that each house had an average 
of 65 devices in standby mode 

(such as furnaces and garage door 
openers); in sleep mode, ready to 
power up quickly (like game con-
soles); or left fully on but inactive 
(like computers).
 Here are the top energy vam-
pires and how much they cost 
annually:
 1. Water recirculation pump, 
$93
 2. Desktop computer, $49
 3. TV, $38
 4. Cable set-top box, $30
 5. Audio receiver/stereo, $22
 6. Printer, $11
 7. Furnace, $8
 8. Coffee maker, $6
 9. Dryer, $4
 10. GFCI outlets, $1 each
 Another factor is that so many 
of our appliances and equipment 
have gone digital. Washers, dryers 
and fridges now have displays, 
electronic controls and internet 
connectivity.
 Other findings in the study also 

shed light on this issue:
 Traditional large electricity 
users (heating and cooling, light-
ing and refrigeration) accounted 
for just 15 percent of always-on 
consumption. Consumer electron-
ics (TVs, computers, printers and 

game consoles) accounted for 51 
percent, and other miscellaneous 
items (pumps for fish ponds and 
aquariums, and protected outlets 
in bathrooms, kitchens and ga-
rages) made up the remaining 34 
percent.

Slay the energy vampires that lurk in your home
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 DEMCO representatives are always 
happy to assist you with your billing ques-
tions, but you may consider the following 
information prior to calling about a high 
bill. It may answer your questions or pro-
vide valuable information when you do 
call.
 Accurate history - Review how much 
power you’ve used for the last 12 months. 
This history is provided for you on every 
bill. You can compare your most recent 
month to that same month one year ago.
 Weather fluctuations may be a factor 
in any major differences, but this is a good 
place to start your search.
 The kilowatt hours you use determine 
the amount of your electric bill. DEMCO 
residential customers average about 1,400 
kWh of energy use per month but most 
members use substantially more than that 
in peak summer months.
 And remember that power that was 
used during the heat of summer may not 
appear on your bill until the weather has 
cooled down a bit. 
 Check to be sure this is a true high 
electric bill - Are there other charges 
beyond electric service? Any additional 
service fees (i.e., deposits, connection/dis-
connection fees or returned check fees)?
 Check the number of days that are 
billed for your electric use - This varies 
from bill to bill due to the number of days 
in a month and a billing cycle may be a bit 
shorter or a bit longer so as not to make 
your bill due on a weekend or holiday.
 Is the number of days greater than 
other months in question because of meter 

readings or meter reading cycles? Is the 
daily average significantly different from 
other months in question?
 Compare winter to summer - Check 
the kilowatt hour total by month. From the 
history, are the winter months higher, in-
dicating some form of electric heat, higher 
hot water heater use.
 Do the summer months indicate air 
conditioning? Were temperatures higher 
or lower than normal during the period? 
DEMCO offers our members a levelized 
billing program to help members with sea-
sonal fluctuations.
 Remember that your electric meter 
doesn’t go on vacation - If leave your 
home for an extended period of time for 
business or vacation, any appliance you 
leave plugged in or connected will con-
tinue to use electricity even while you are 
gone, especially your hot water heater, 
freezer, refrigerator, HVAC system, land-
scape irrigation, well pump, etc.
 Many of us note that the TV and lights 
were not on, but we forget about these 
other items.
 Consider your lifestyle - No two 
households use energy the same way, so 
comparing your energy bill to your neigh-
bor’s is like comparing apples to oranges. 
It is best to compare your current use to 
your past use.
 Taking this information into consider-
ation can help you understand more about 
DEMCO’s billing process. But if you still 
have questions, please contact our cus-
tomer service representatives who will be 
happy to assist you.

Southwest louisiana couple win co-op Big green Egg
 Todd and Tanya Broussard of Cam-
eron Parish were the lucky winners of a 
Big Green Egg outdoor cooker as part of 
the 2017 Louisiana Electric Cooperative 
Scholarship Program.
 Electric cooperative members from 
across the state had an opportunity 
this year to contribute to the Sandra B. 
Stockwell Scholarship Fund and also 
take a chance to win the Big Green Egg.
 The drawing was held at the annual 
meeting of the Association of Loui-
siana Electric Cooperatives in Baton 
Rouge on July 23. Stockwell, for whom 
the scholarship is named, is a former 
DEMCO employee and spent her entire 
career serving co-op members.
 The winner of this year’s $1,000 
scholarship was DEMCO Youth Tour 
delegate Joseph Howard of East Baton 
Rouge Parish. The scholarship goes to 
the student who is selected as the state 
representative on the Rural Electric 
Cooperative Youth Leadership Council 
as part of the Washington Youth Tour 
Program. (Acct. No. 5932301-002)
 Joni Kitchen, Louisiana’s Youth Tour 
Coordinator and scholarship program 
administrator, said in the past electric 
co-op members have had the opportuni-
ty to win a quilt at their annual meetings 

to support the scholarship fund. 
 But she said this year she decided to 
make a change, and the Big Green Egg 
was a big hit among members.
 “There was a lot of interest in it,” 
Kitchen said. “We all know we have a 
lot of folks across our state who really 
like to cook. Of course, this program is 
all about supporting the education of our 
youth. The Sandra B. Stockwell Schol-
arship Program is a wonderful way to 
demonstrate that support. We appreciate 
all the cooperative members, employees 
and directors who share in our com-
mitment to education and continue to 
contribute to the fund.”
 David Latona, DEMCO’s marketing 
and public relations representative, said, 
“We appreciate our members contrib-
uting to this worthwhile scholarship 
program. We have always maintained 
our commitment to education, and we 
congratulate the Broussards and Joseph 
for his accomplishments. We wish him 
the best.

Pictured at right are Big Green Egg 
winners and Jeff Davis Electric 

members Todd and Tanya Brous-
sard, Jeff Davis Electric General 

Manager Mike Heinen and Safety 
Coordinator Eric Gautreaux. 

ZONE 
2

ZONE 
1

$ Install awnings
Install awnings 
over windows to 
keep sunlight from 
overheating your 
home during the 
summer.

E�cient roof color
Choose a light-colored roof 
if you live in the southern 
part of the U.S. and a dark- 
colored roof if you live in the 
northern U.S.

$$ Add insulation
If you have a home 
that was manufactured 
before 1976, you could 
add insulation to your 
home’s underbelly to 
reduce any heat loss.

$$ Install a mini-split system
Eliminate unnecessary heating 
and cooling by installing a 
single zone strategy through-
out your manufactured home. 
A zone system allows you to 
save energy by only heating 
or cooling rooms that are 
occupied

$ Install ceiling fans
Install ceiling fans throughout your 
manufactured home. Ceiling fans are 
energy e�cient and can be used to 
keep warm or cool air moving through-
out your home. Be sure to turn them o� 
when you’re away. Remember, ceiling 
fans cool people, not rooms. $$ 

Source: U.S. Dept. of Energy

If you own a manufactured home, take measures to ensure you have an e�cient 
heating and cooling system. You can also make simple improvements that save 
energy and make your home more comfortable.

Heating and Cooling Tips 
for Manufactured Homes

$$ Option for flexible budgets 
$ Option for smaller budgets

Why is my bill so high?
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News Notes
      The next meeting of the DEMCO 
Board of Directors is scheduled for 
Thursday, Sept. 21, 2017, at 6 p.m. 
Board meetings are held at DEM-
CO’s headquarters facility located at 
16262 Wax Road, Greenwell Springs, 
La.

Hear the Beep Where You Sleep
 Does your bedroom have a smoke 
alarm? It should.
 Every bedroom in your house 
needs to have a working smoke 
detector. You also should check the 
batteries in every smoke detector and 
test their functioning regularly; they 
can’t help you if they aren’t working.
 There are many safe practices that 
can help prevent fires and promote 
electrical safety in your home.
 Follow these tips to keep your 
bedroom safe from danger:
 • Tamper-resistant receptacles 
should be installed in all bedrooms. 

This device allows only plugs to be 
inserted while preventing access by 
foreign objects.
 • Never leave heat-producing 
appliances unattended. Turn these off 
when you’re leaving a room or going 
to sleep.
 • If using a heating pad or electric 
blanket, do not place anything on top 
and don’t leave it on unattended or 
while sleeping.
 • Do not sleep with devices that 
are charging, such as phones, under 
your pillow.
 • Never wrap or bundle cords 
together. This prevents the heat in 
them from dissipating, leading to a 
fire hazard.

Five East Steps to Home Safety
 Arc-fault and ground-fault cir-
cuit interrupters protect electrical 
systems, but like smoke alarms they 
must be tested to work properly.

 In areas where water and electric-
ity could combine to create a ground 
fault— bathrooms and kitchens, or 
pools or hot tubs—a GFCI can pre-
vent electric shock by shutting off 
electricity to a faulty circuit.
 To test a GFCI:
 1. Push the outlet’s RESET but-
ton.
 2. Plug in a night light and turn it 
on.
 3. Push the TEST button. The 
night light should turn off.
 4. Push the RESET button. The 
night light should go on again.
 5. If the light does not turn off 
when the TEST button is pushed, 
stop using the outlet and contact an 
electrician.
 An arc fault in a building’s wiring 
can start a fire in the electrical sys-
tem. An AFCI in a service panel can 
detect a fault and cut power to the 

affected circuit before a fire can start.
 To test an AFCI:
 1. Open the electric service panel.
 2. With the breaker switch in the 
on position, press the TEST button.
 3. The breaker should trip.
 4. If the breaker trips, it is work-
ing. Turn it off and then on again to 
reset.
 5. If it does not trip, contact a 
licensed electrician to replace it.
Lucky Account Number Contest
 The Lucky Account Number 
Contest continues this month with 
four winners included in this edition 
of Along These Lines. Before you 
continue looking through this edi-
tion for your winning number, look 
for your account number printed 
above your mailing address. Locate 
this number anywhere in this issue 
and win the $25 prize. To claim your 
prize, please call 225-262-3072.

Co-oplife
by Billy gibson

Director of Communications
Association of louisiana electric Cooperatives

www.lacountryblog.wordpress.com

 Mocking Walmart - or “Wallmarks” 
as my late aunt used to call it – has 
become a popular American pastime.
 Walmart memes draw millions of 
clicks on the internet, especially the 
photo galleries featuring “the people of 
Walmart” filled with disturbing images 
that can’t be easily unseen.
 There’s even a bingo game you can 
play while shopping at Walmart. You 
get to cover a square anytime you spot, 
for example, a family completely clad in 
camo, an old man wearing pajamas and 
an eyepatch, a bearded lady in ill-fitting 
yoga pants, someone trying to give away 
a free ferret, a kid riding a bicycle down 
the aisle, a woman with a full face tat-
too and a mullet, someone dressed in a 
tuxedo driving a scooter in reverse while 
eating a giant bag of Doritos.
 Sometimes making a trip to Wally 
World is like stepping into the bar scene 
in Star Wars.
 The corporate giant has been a hot 
topic for debate ever since it began in-
filtrating rural America with the lure of 
low prices and job opportunities while 
putting the screws to the local hardware 
store, grocery store, pharmacy and even 
the local florist.
 But at least one Walmart outlet met 
its match in my home town of Denham 
Springs last year when the Great Flood 
of 2016 struck the Metro Baton Rouge 
area. Neither Sam Walton nor his dog 
Ol’ Roy could have kept store #935 
from getting inundated with five feet of 
water.
 It took about eight months for the 
store to re-open. Meanwhile, many folks 
in our town changed their shopping 
habits and began frequenting some of 
the other local grocers and retailers.

 Before last year, Walmart #935 was 
always bustling with activity, but now 
it’s a much quieter place.
 Besides the impact of the storm, traf-
fic inside the store appears to be down 
due in part to the fact that when Walmart 
re-opened, it installed a pickup service.
 On the recommendation of a friend, 
my wife recently decided to give the 
pickup service a try. Rather, she decided 
to send my daughter Casey and me to 
give the pickup service a try.
 The delivery process went okay, but 
we ended up also going into the store 
to get some off-list items for Casey to 
accommodate the strict demands of her 
pescetarian diet.
 The place was so quiet, it was like 
walking into a morgue. Instead of the 
zany cast of characters you’re ac-
customed to seeing during a typical 
Walmart run, now there were mostly 
employees strolling around with big 
blue bins and pulling items off the 
shelves for the pickup patrons waiting 
outside in their air-conditioned cars.
 Walking around that clean, refur-
bished store while my daughter browsed 
the canned sardine section, I felt a little 
nostalgic for the old Walmart days be-
fore shopping was reduced to sitting in a 
drive-through line. What fun is a Sunday 
afternoon if you can’t go participate in 
the full retail carnival experience found 
at your average Walmart?

 Even walking into the place used to 
pose an interesting challenge. Which 
group was going to accost you on 
your way in – the Boy Scouts, the Girl 
Scouts, the Salvation Army, some group 
selling raffle tickets, a softball team beg-
ging for alms to make it to their national 
tournament? I used to be able to hone 
my agility skills after spotting the out-
side vendors from the parking lot then 
quickly pivoting toward the side passage 
or heading directly toward the garden 
center entrance.
 I get misty-eyed when I think about 
how Walmart has always been there 
for me. Like when we had screaming, 
poopy babies in the house and Walmart 
served as a convenient escape. A simple 
run for diapers and pabulum might take 
one, maybe two hours, depending on the 
intensity of the colic back home.
 Also, I always took a great amount 
of pride in implementing my winning 
Walmart shopping strategy. While 
everyone else would clog up the aisles 
waiting for some old lady to execute a 
15-point U-turn with her scooter, or jam 
the lane while standing there trying to 
decide which brand of cereal to choose 
before finally selecting the same brand 
they’ve been buying every week for the 
past 10 years, I always stationed my 
buggy off to the side near the refriger-
ated cases where they keep the frozen 
chitlins, pig’s feet and hog snouts. Then 

I’d go grab whatever I wanted off the 
shelf and take it back to the cart.
 Sure, it’s more walking, but I’d rather 
get some exercise than have to play 
bumper buggies.
 Walmart has been instrumental in 
helping to strengthen the bond between 
my daughter and me. When Casey was 
little, she was eager to go anywhere 
and everywhere with her old dad. We’d 
buddy up and go the movies, the arcade, 
the zoo, the fair, the museum, the plan-
etarium, the book shop, plays, motorcy-
cle rides, the ice cream parlor – even the 
circus, back when they still had circuses.
 Nowadays, about the only invitation 
I can extend to her that I’m reasonably 
certain she’ll accept is an invitation to 
accompany me to Walmart. I know it’s 
not because she enjoys locking down 
some daddy time or she’s eager to get a 
rollback deal – it’s because she’s a picky 
eater and likes to gather up her own 
menu items for the week. 
 Walmart has always been great for 
my social life, too. A bit of a recluse 
at heart, it never fails that I encounter 
someone I haven’t seen in awhile and 
we get stuck in a conversation for an 
hour and a half annoying everyone in 
the bread and pastries section. 
 As Casey and I idled in the pickup 
area, I asked rhetorically what the world 
was coming to when you don’t even 
have to get out of the car to get your 
groceries. I noted that we’ve come a 
long way since the days when we had to 
actually get up out of the chair to change 
the TV channel.
 But I don’t think she was listening. 
She was busy thinking about getting 
back home so she could pop open a suc-
culent can of squid.

Making the weekly Walmarks run just ain’t the same as before
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 Sony, Target, Home Depot, Yahoo 
and even the U.S. Office of Per-
sonnel Management have all been 
attacked by cybercriminals. 
 Let’s face it: In today’s world, the 
cybersecurity threats plaguing our 
nation can seem overwhelming – and 
downright scary. 
 Cybersecurity, specifically the 
protection and security of consumer-
members’ assets and the nation’s 
complex, interconnected network 
of power plants, transmission lines 
and distribution facilities is a top 
priority for electric cooperatives and 
other segments of the electric power 
industry.
 This October, DEMCO is par-
ticipating in National Cybersecurity 
Awareness Month (NCSAM). 
 Since its inception under leader-
ship from the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security and the National 
Cyber Security Alliance, NCSAM 
has grown exponentially, reaching 
consumers, small and medium-sized 
businesses, corporations, educational 
institutions and young people across 
the nation. 
 By raising awareness and un-
derstanding of basic cybersecurity 
practices, we can all work together to 
combat cyberthreats. 
 DEMCO invites you to join us 
in recognizing NCSAM by being 

more vigilant and informed about the 
threats to your security. 
 You have a role to play in ensur-
ing the security of your personal and 
professional data. Use the tips below 
to safeguard your computer: 
 • Keep all software on internet-
connected devices – including PCs, 
tablets and smartphones – up to date 
to reduce risk of infection from mal-
ware. (Acct. No. 80267470-001)
 • Create long passwords that only 
you will remember, and change them 
every six months. Remember, a 
strong password is at least 12 charac-
ters long. 
 • Avoid the use of thumb drives 

and other portable memory devices.
 • Don’t click on weblinks or at-
tached files in emails when you’re 
not absolutely certain of who the 
sender is.
 • Keep pace with new ways to stay 
safe online. Check trusted websites 
for the latest information. Share 
security tips with friends, family and 
colleagues, and encourage them to be 
web wise.
 We hope you will join us in rais-
ing cybersecurity awareness. Use and 
follow #cyberaware on social media 
to show and share your support. 
To learn more about NCSAM, visit 
www.staysafeonline.org.

October is national Cybersecurity Month

DEMCO takes measures to make sure 
member information is safe and secure
 DEMCO is joining hundreds of other 
electric cooperatives around the country 
in recognizing National Cybersecurity 
Awareness Month (NCSAM) this October. 
 By participating, DEMCO is help-
ing to raise awareness about cyberthreats 
to its members and sharing ways to stay 
secure. 
 “By increasing awareness and enhanc-
ing understanding of basic cybersecurity 
practices, we can all work together to 
combat cyberthreats,” said DEMCO CEO 
and General Manager John Vranic. 
 “The human element is oftentimes the 
biggest cybersecurity risk. Each of us has 
a critical role to play to ensure the security 
of our personal and professional data,” 
Vranic added.
 The goal of NCSAM is to provide ev-
ery American with the resources they need 
to enhance their online safety and security. 
 Vranic said DEMCO remains cyber 
aware by taking a number of preparations, 
including: 
 • Implementing rigorous security stan-
dards and technology to protect systems, 
 • Forging close partnerships to protect 
our systems, and
 • Engaging in active information shar-
ing with other organizations about threats 
and vulnerabilities.
 DEMCO invites members to join in 
raising cybersecurity awareness. 

Cyber Hygiene 
Checklist
Clip and save this cybersecurity 
checklist to keep your computer 
and devices secure. 

October is 
National Cybersecurity Awareness Month.
For more cybersecurity tips, visit 
www.staysafeonline.org.

Passwords are complex, 
using a mix of upper and 
lower-case letters and 
special characters.

All software is up to date. 
(Check for automatic 
updates.)

Anti-virus software is 
installed and up to date.

All devices are backed up 
to an external storage 
system. (Back up devices 
every few weeks.)

Preset passwords on all 
internet-connected devices, 
like smart TVs and fitness 
bracelets, have been 
changed to passwords 
only I know. 

Parental controls have 
been set on hardware and 
software to keep kids safe 
while browsing the internet. 
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J.k. Johnson
Denham Springs, la

225-665-7010
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taxiDErMy

Meeting of August 24, 2017
 The board of directors of 
DEMCO held its regular meeting 
Thursday, August 24, 2017.  Board 
President Richard Sitman called the 
meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 The board then approved the 
minutes of the previous meeting, 
new member list, Treasurer’s report 
and Operations Committee report 
as written.  The board then passed a 
resolution that designates as Autho-
rized Agents John Vranic, Ryan 
Vandersypen, Tim Berringer, Brent 
Bradley, and Phil Zito to sign large 
retail power contracts, commercial 
power contracts, contractor agree-
ments, overhead and underground 
subdivision contracts, and right-of-
way easement and servitude con-
tracts.
 As committee chairman of the 
Purchasing Committee, Randy Lorio 
presented the committee’s report.  
Next the board resolved to approve 
bids for small tools and supplies 
for 2017-2018.  The board then 
approved a resolution accepting the 
bid from WillBros T & D Services 
for the Juban Marketplace Transmis-
sion Line Reroute Overhead Distri-
bution Construction project.
 From the Finance Committee 
report Steve Irving, moved that the 
board resolve to authorize manage-
ment to renew corporation insurance 
coverage for the September 1, 2017 
– August 31, 2018 Mr. Irving con-
tinued with a review of the Interest, 

Fuel Cost Adjustment, and Financial 
Reports.  The board then approved 
a resolution reclassifying those 
accounts disconnected in April 2017 
as uncollectable.  Next the board 
approves Hawthorne, Waymouth & 
Carroll, L.L.P. to audit the consoli-
dated financial statements of Dixie 
Electric Membership Corporation 
and Subsidiaries as of and for the 
year ending December 31, 2017.  A 
resolution then passed by the board 
to authorize management to prepare 
required document(s) to transfer 
funds from the CoBank line of credit 
for a term of one year by executing 
to Amend and Restate Promissory 
Note and Committee Revolving 
Supplement for August 2016 flood 
expenses.
 Danny Berthelot gave the ALEC 
report with no action taken.
 Leslie Falks presented the Dixie 
Business Center and DEMCO Foun-
dation reports with no action taken.
 John Vranic presented the Man-
ager’s report with no action taken.
 Jim Ellis presented the Attor-
ney’s report with no action taken.

From the Board Room

DEMCO Board members 
receive committee reports
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A black cat creeps
Down darkened streets

As a bat flies past the moon.
The wind makes leaves
Swirl around the trees...

Finish This Halloween Poem

Standards Link: Find 
similarities and differences in 

common objects.

Help this unlucky 
mouse escape the 
black cat by finding 
your way to the 
finish in under 
60 seconds! GO!

In early Egyptian times, dating 
back as far as 3000 B.C., cats were 
adored like ______ stars of today.

Rats and _______ would eat 
the crops of Egyptian _________. 

Wild cats would keep these 
_________ in check, so cats were 

welcomed and befriended by 
grateful farmers. It was thought 

that if you saw a cat in your 
___________, there would be 

a good harvest.

To kill a cat was a crime, 
punishable by _________!

How many 
mice can 

you find on 
this page?

9

 Some people believe this. 
 It is a superstition.

Each black cat below 
has an exact twin 

except one. Can you 
find the unique black 

cat? Good luck!
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Some people believe that a black cat crossing their     
     path is good luck. 
    
        What you believe might depend upon where  
 you live. People in Britain and Japan think  
  black cats are good luck. In Germany,  
 some believe that black cats 
  crossing a person’s path 
                from right to left, is bad
                     luck. But if the cat 
                      walks from left to 
          right, they believe it 
                      brings good luck. 

Look through the 
newspaper for an 

adjective that 
describes each of 
these Halloween 

nouns:

Standards Link: Research: 
Use the newspaper to locate 

information.

PUNISHABLE
HALLOWEEN
PUMPKIN
BELIEF
BLACK
EGYPT
CRIME
SENSE
WALKS
POWER
LUCK
PATH
ROCK
LIVE
CAT
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Standards Link: Complete patterns.

Draw the jack-o’-lantern face that should come next to continue 
the pattern in each row.

PUM
BEL
BLA
EGY

SEN
WAL
POW

CRIM
SEN

CAT
StStand ddard Lis Li knk: CCom l tplete patttterns.

LUC
PATH
ROC
LIVE

POW
LUC
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The clock chimes twelve times 

as my cat walks softly up the ______________ . 

Late at night, Misty loves to __________ around 

the _______________ . It is Halloween night, and 

she’s still excited from all the ____________ 

trick-or-treaters she saw.

Misty loves Halloween. From her perch in the front 

_____________ , she will watch all the 

___________  _______________ as they come to 

our door.  She is not afraid of these 

_______________ visitors.

In the fall, Misty spends a lot of time asleep in her 

___________ . When we watch football games, her 

naps are often interrupted by the _________ or our 

cheers. She doesn’t care much about football.

Tonight, Misty is wide awake, listening to the 

__________ in the trees. The __________ is bright, 

casting Misty’s shadow on the ____________ of 

my bedroom. Once she has finished looking around 

the _______________, she will curl up on my 

_____________ by my feet, purring happily.

I know that some people think ____________ cats 

are unlucky, but not me. Misty is an important 

member of our ______________ ! Having a pet like 

Misty is a _________________ treat.

Standards Link: Grammar: Understand and use nouns, adjectives and 
verbs correctly.

Ask a friend to find each type of word on the blanks 
below in the newspaper. Use these words to fill in the 

blanks. Then read the story aloud!
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